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py Mr. K AUPMAN: The petition of George Lendrum, 
of sabine parish, Louisiana, praying compensation tor beef 
furnished the United States army at Port Jesup, Loutsiana. 

By Mr. D ARLING: A petition from sundry citizens of 
Wh.consin, praying for the establishment of a ma ronte 
from Grafton in the county of Washington, to W ankesha 
in the county of Waukesha. Also, the petition ot Rhoda 
Huson, of Wisconsin, tor a pension on account of the ser 
vices rendered, afd an injury received by her late husband, 
while employed in the service of his country, in the late 
war with Great Britain. . , ; 

py Mr. GIDDINGS: A large number of petitions of ladies, 
pray ing Congress to abolish slavery and the siave trade 
wherever it exists by act of Congress, and to lend the pro 
wetion of law, so far as constitutional, to one million five 
hundred thousand females in the United States, who are 





SHED AT THE 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18. 1849 
IN SENATE. 
Tuvnspay, February 8, 1849. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senat 
a report from the Secre F 


t 
tarv of the Tre wuryv, mn 
relation to the expenditures for the eons! 
which was referred to the C 
and ordered to be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
a communication from the Secretary of 
In compliance 


survey; 


’ 


ymmittee on Funan 


a) 


senate 


the NAVY, 


with a resolution of the Senate 


, 
showing the amount of expenditures for the freiz 


of provisions, clothing, smal] stores, and other 


now subjec ted to the barbarous passions of savage owners, sunt hes for the sauadron in the Paci als ¥, Lory 
and that the further extension of slavery may be prohibited. transnortinge seamen, for one vear: which wi 
Joa W. MeLean and... 5! otherladiesot Highland co.,O. | ¢ a} ah en ipeeg fleas : 
Seaiinnielbablv,.i<.. 13 do Onondaga co.. N. Y. ferred to the Committee on Navat Affairs. 
Hanuali W. Day and.... 112) do Columbiana co. Ohio. MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
‘delia (1. Cud and...... 108) co America. 3 Z 
Fi incis D. Vally and.... 120 do do Mr. DIX presented a petition from Austin Pack- 
Jemima Lovejoy and.... 125 do do ard and other inventors, praying foran amendment 
£. L. Pierce and...... = x = = of the patent Jaws; which was referred to the Com- 
a A ee aud.. 037 a mittee on Patent 3. 
rosana Marks and...... : ( 1 : i , - 
Eunice Richardsonand.. 83 do do Mr. UPHAM presented a petition from citizens 
Maulda Burke and...... 314 do do of Washington county, Vermont, praying for a 
L. G. Williston and..... iL do do uniform rate of postage, and the total abolition of 
Harriet A. Lombard and. 203° do Elbridge, N. Y. the frankine pri Bl hich was laid the table 
Polly Lewis and....-... 135) do Augusta, Maine. Pee ee re ee ee ee ee 
Eliza S. Allen and...... 38 do) Oswego, N.Y. Mr. BUTLER presented a petition trom the 
Clarissa G. Olds and..... 314. doa Madison, Ohio. merchants of Charleston, South Carolina, asking 
; : : 08 >, bee rv ; 
Saily G srougiiton and... 93 do Rensselaer co., N.Y. for legislation on the tonnage duties now levied 
Fanny J. Chureh and.... 185) do America. Boel ‘ Was sha ttntiaad 
P.A. Zimmerman and... 105 do do upon vessels coming from Old Spain to the United 
Sally Fellows and....... os do do States via the West Indies; which was referred to 
D.G. Williston and. .... i. do lo the Committee on Commerce. 

Wilda Baker and...... sl f¢ > ; . oO . 
Matilda Baker and. < do he Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
Susan A. Dixon and..... Isl do do = : 

Sophia Fay and......... IZt do do }| tary Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
Lucretia S. Campbell.... 85 9 do do \| of James Toy and others; and the report, witha 
Doreas B<py auti....cees 638 do dy \\ letter fr aI iW aa srs >, > . sentken ani 

. * , |} letter from the Quartermaster General, was ordered 
Harriet A. Weed........ 202 do Hartford, Conn. ior a , 

Se a 7 cs || to be printed. 

Hieanor Finny and...... ‘ do America. DET T . ‘ ‘ > 
Famar W. Strongand... 63 °° do do Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
Keziah Popeand........ 47 do do fairs, reported House bill for the relief of Robeet 
A.C. B. Seymour and... 31 do nel ; 1, B. Mitchell, without amendment. 

Fliza F. Hendersand,... 7 do Mahoning co., Ohio. >IT . oe 7 
Catharine L. Richard.... Mr. BELL, from the same committee, repor ted 
M. J. Frisbee and...... - 185 do Lorain co., Ohio. House bill for the relief of Lowry Wilhams, with 
Anna Pootand...... sees JOT) do America. a recommendation that it be rejected. 

> P Ad and “7 0 : , . \ : . 
=. - eee eoleees 168 = d ’ || Mr. BELL also, from the same committee, re- 
DMAry HWIPS ANT. cece Vo ( of } - ' - * vt 
Julia Thurston and...... Ss) do Lieking co., Ohio. ported House bill for the relief of Jesse Sutton, 
iizabeth Kingand...... 4 do Portage co., Ohio. without amendment. 

Naney Heury and....... 110 do Mahoning co., ¢ hio. Mr. ATHERT‘ IN, from the Committee on 
Cornelia Bisley and..... 27 do Ontuioco., N.Y. Financ reported House bill aking apprenris 
May A. Wheeler and.... 135. do Oswego co., N. Y. rinance, repor e ouse making ay pt Of ria 
Sah Ann Streeterand.. 103°) do Hamiiton, N. Y. | tions for the support of the ainy of the | nited 
ee Cook and.....s 107) ¢@o Maine. States, for the year ending 20th June, 1250, with- 
Jane MceGowen and..... 9 3 do Amertea. coal 

: : it amendment. 
Charlotte W. Billings and 180) do Hampshire cougty. - . a s 
Dea Parker and......... JY odo) =~Nassau, N. Y. Mr. ATHERTON, from the same committee, 
Clarissa Curtiss and..... 237 «=6do) Portage co., Ohio. reported House bill for the payment of nav Vv pen- 
Charity Wadsworth and. t9 do Amertea. sions, for the year ending 30th June, 1850, without 
Sarah Forbes and....... 187 do Ashtabula co., Ohio. 
‘igs : x ; amendment 
Flizabeth Dills and...... 120 do America. rDYrrer . . . 
Amanda Murar and..... 47 do do Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Com- 
Matilda G.S Batesand.. 75 «do do merce, reported a bill giving the assent of Congress 
Phebe McGeahand...... 8U5 do New York city. to the State of Illinois to improve the navigation 
Elza W. Richardson and 73 do Ashtabula co., Ohio. | of the Des M Danis ¢ | aes ee 
J. 8. Smith and......... 52 do America. : the - irae ater scape or oe Na Dea ym itt 
Luey B, Wright and..... 365 do Springfield, Minois. in the State of Illinois; which was read, and or- 
Elizaheth C. Plumb and@ io do Hartford, Ohio. | dered to a second reading. 
Ann E. Bliss and...... +. 63 do State of New York. 5 ’ 
M. F. Kingsbury and.... 76 do Putnam, Ohio. THE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. 
Esther Ward and. 124 do Bergen, N.Y r Si : ‘ . 

1 5 scat on gen, N. Y. 7 a a . " 
Phizabeth Waun and.... 102) do America. Mr. DAV IS, of Mississipy i, from the Commit 
Sarab 8. Shermanand... 113° do Cassapolis, Michigan. tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred so 
pacers aed..6cs = do Jefferson co., Ohio, much of the President’s message as relates to the 
siura Se BRAG caecse g le . P., } Pay law ) 
Talia equine and oS do Vermont transfer of vessels from the War to the Navy De- 
wia Webb and......... 157) do America, } - ’ 1 oe 
Rh. P. Hillyerand........ 272 do do partment, reported a joint resqiution, Which was 
A. A. Evans and........ 68 do do | read as follows: 

8713 Resolved, §c., Thatthe Secretary of War be and is hereby 


By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition of sundry 
citizens of Buffalo, New York, and otier places, for abol- 
ishing corporal punishmentin the navy. Also, the petition 
o citizens of Buffalo, New York, Rochester, Xc., asking 


Congress to prohibit the introduction of liquor into any Uni- | 


ted States vessel except for medicinal purposes. 
By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Os- 
Wego, Kendall county, Ilinois, for a donation of land, to 


make a railroad to connect the Lakes and the Mississippi || 


river. Also, the petition of citizens of De Kalb county, for 


& mail route from St. Charles, Kane county, via Fairfield, at | 


Henry Warner’s Line post office, De Kalb, Centre, Broadus 
Grove, and Paine’s Point, to Grand Detour. 

by Mr. ROCKHILL: The petition of William G. Ewing 
and Sl other citizens of Fort Wayne, Indiana, praying Con- 


Eress to pass a law to reduce the postage on all letters and | 


hewWspapers, also to abolish the frankiug privilege entirely ; 


Postage of members of Congress to be paid as their other | 


eXpenses, and postmasters to be remunerated for the loss of 
Ue tranking privilege by an increase of their commissions. 
By Mr. COCKE: The petition of Robert M. Anderson 
- 96 others, citizens of Jefferson county, Tennessee, pray- 
"Ng Congress to establish a uniform rate of cheap postage. 
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authorized and directed, in coulormity with the recommend- 
ation contained in his annual report, to transfer to the Navy 
Department such transport vessels now belonging to the War 
Departinent as in his judgment will promote the public ser- 
vice, 

Mr. D., in explanation of the proposed transfer, 
asked the attention of the Senate to the following 
extract from the report of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral made to the Secretary of War, whicii is to be 
found in the documents accompanying the Presi- 
, dent’s message: 


** The vast increase of our territories, with the long sea 
voyages necessary to reach a portion of them, would seem to 
suggest the necessity of a change in the transport service. 

* We are now in precisely the condition of tie great mari- 
time nations of Europe who have distant colonies. Those 
nations, I understand, and particularly Great Britain and 
France, confide the sea transportation of the army to the 
Admirality, or directors of the marine. With those nations 
|| vessels of war are often converted into army transports, and 
|! are used as far ns they Cun be made available; and it is only 
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: . . 
New Sertes..... No, 31. 
-_— 
where there are no public vessels disposalle, or not a suffi 
t rmber tor the pmmedi até ocenston, that private vessels 


are chartered Economy, Whieh all nations woth 


i strnents are bliiged tor 


large #8 
rard, as wellas the eilcrency 
s promoted by the arrangement aT 


en 


sick ead or director of the navy only ean tudge w 
i vovi veossaryv, or combine the movements of the 
4 it , 

Mr. D. briefly commented on this report, and 
iske rt resolution mirht now have a 
second ready vt; and it was. dase cond thine ac- 
co d oly byt manMinouUs consent, 

Mr. BRADBURY objected to its passage at this 
time, it was therefore lover 


PORT (¢ EN RY IN TEXAS. 
At. Di ea 6 
EB , © on Commerce, 
to w } $ erred th toestablish a portof 
entry at the Brazos de Santiago, in the State of 
Texas, reported the same with an amendment. 
On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate proceeded to 
. : : . . 
t eonsideravion of ie bili as li Committee of the 


Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Miesis sIppi, inquired why Point 
Isabel had been selected ? 

re. DIX that information 
whit h was 


before the committee, it was supposed 
to be the 


ivi replied, the 


from 
proper point, Lie . howe ver, kn Ww noth- 
y, nor had he any information 
on the subject, except what he h 


1 
the descrit 


iocalit 


} 
about the 


ul received from 
tion eiven bim by the citizens who had 
presented this memorial. } he under- 
l ut this passage 
passage below, and therefore it was 
OSE d to be a proper 


rom them 
eto d thot 


ban at the 


there was more water 


ilace for a custom-house 
le had understood that 
Brazos Ishand, which 


r 
, 
ia portol delivery. ] 


were ovprections to 


render it an unfit place for this purpose, as it was 
subject to be overflowed 
Mr. FOOTE inquired if there were not memo- 


rials setting forth the facts respecting these points? 
Mr. DIX said there were. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, stated that he had 
received the memorial to which the Senator from 
New York referred, but it was evident the Senator 


from New York did not understand the geography 
of the country, which Mr. Davis proceeded to 


explain. 

Mr. RUSK remarked that several memorials had 
been sent to him, one in favor of Point Isabel, one 
in favor of the Brazos, and one in faver of the 
mouth of the Rio Granue; and he had taken much 
pains to ascertain the proper locality. Hie thought 
was a difficulty at Brazos i-land, from the 
fact that it was considered unsafe; that in the ex- 
posure to northers it overflows, and this was a 


there 


frequent occurrence; in consequence of which, al- 
though the Mexican custom-house had been estab- 
lished there, they had been compelled to remove 
it to Point Isabel, which is on the main land. A 
majority of the people had sent memorials, and 
bad determined on Point Isabel as the proper place. 
A consiuerable town had grown up there; and an- 
other thing that seemed to indicate this as the 
proper place was the fact that many goods will be 
landed there for the purpose of carrying them to 
the Mexican ports. He stated that he had re- 
ceived information from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury that his opinion led him to conclude that Point 
Isabel was the best place. 

Mr. WESTCOTT inquired if there was steam- 
boat navigation at that point? 

Mr. RUSK replied that there was; and proceeded 
to say that the difficulty at the mouth of the river, 
on account of the depth of water, was greater than 
at Brazos Island; that at the island there was nine 
feet of water, and not so much at the mouth of the 

iver. Sometimes it is impossible to enter at the 
mouth of the river. The only necessity for any- 
thing at the mouth of the river arose from the fact 
thet goods are smuggled in there, and carried 
thence up the Rio Grande, without paying any 







duty. The greater portion of trade was at Point 
Isavel. He suggested that it was a matter of little 


consequence, since, if this place were not found to 
be the proper one, it could be removed. But it 
was a matter of consequence that this bill pasa, 
since commerce is now going on there, and those 
| engaged in it need protection. Millions of doilars 
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Ft | 





i phate, all 
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in value will pass there, and it was proper that the 
United Statea should protect this commerce and 
guard against smugeling, which wil take place 
unless a custom-house is established there. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, remarked that he 


was in favor of establishing a custom-house at one 


of these places, but he thought Point Isabel out of 


the way. ‘The difference in amount of water at 
the two places was only one or two feet. Only the 
smallest v cls could go in at either place; large 
transports being compe led to anchor off at a dis- 
tance, and send in their cargoea by lighters; and 
this must always be the case. When the river 
was high, the difficulty was not wholly avoided, 
He never knew a port where so mar y wrecks oc- 
curred as here, He acarcely kuew a vessel to 
touch here without being wrecked or broken; so 
that every vessel above the smallest class must 
anchor above the bar and use lighters. The ques- 
tion to be settled, then, wonld be, where shal} the 

1 ; 


eustom-house be established, so that large vessels 


can be eny 

Mr. RUSK stated that he did not pretend to 
make any statement on this subject from his own 
knowledge, having no information except that 
which he had received from citizens there, and 
from the memorials which he had received. But 
the result to which he had come was, that this was 
the only place at whieb it could be proper to locate 
a custom-house. The Mexican Government had 
established their custom-house at Brazos Island, 
which had been swept away several times. The 
whf&le island had been repeatedly swept by the 
flood occasioned by the northers. With respect 
to the mouth of the Rio Grande, he had learned 
that it frequently changed its depths, On the 
whole, he considered it a mere temporary matter, 
and, when the best place is Ascertained, it would 
be easy to remove to that place. 

Mr. DIX repeated that the only information he 
had received was from citizens and from memo- 
rials, of which there had been several sent to the 
Senate. On this point he asked permission to read 
an extract from a document which he had received. 
He then read the following from a series of resolu- 
tions adopted at a meeting held at Point Isabel on 
the 15th December, 1848: 

“* Whereas experience has designated Point Isabel as the 
only available position on our coast for a port of entry and 
the establishment of custom. house stores, the Mexican Gov 
erament having repeatedly attempted to establish theirs on 
Brazos Island, at which place they were successively de 
stroyed by floods, until the year 1844, when every improve 
ment existing on the island was swept away, not leaving a 
vestige of its ever having been inhabited, great destruction 
of life and property taking place; at the same time the set 
tlements atthe mouth of the Rio Grande sharing the same 
fate, the inundation extending to, and de stroving life and 
property as bich as Burrita, nine miles in a straight line 
above its mouth; after which year the Governmentot Mex 
ico established theironly coast Custom-house section at Point 
Isabel, where it remained until the occupation by our troops : 
Theretore— 

“ Be it resolved, That Point Isabel, from its natural posi- 
tion, is and must continue to be the concentrating point npon 
the coast for the commerce of the valley of the Rio Grande 
and the country tributary to it, it being the position best 
suited to meet the demands of trade, and to advance the 
commercial interests of the United States, being the only 
high land iminediately on our eoast—the only available posi- 
tion not subject to devastating inundations,. 

“ Resolved, That the citizens on the left bank of the Rio 
Grande look to the Government ot the United Siates for the 
enjoyment of at least the same commercial privileges as 
they enjoyed under the Mexican Goverument; and as Point 
Isabel, under that Government, was a port of entry, we ask 
that it may be allowed to remain so under the Government 
of the United States.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as 
amended was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time, and was 
subsequently read a third time by unanimous con- 
sent, and passe d. 

BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, pursuant to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the payment to the State of Georgia of the 
unexpended balance of the sum of $175,000, which 
was appropriated to settle the claims of said State 
for the services of her militia, by the act of August 
1], 1842, entitled “An act to provide for the settle- 
ment of the claims of the State of Georgia for the 
services of her militia;’? which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill making further provision for the 
widow sand orphans of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates, whether of the reg- 
war army or of volunteers, who have died or may 


? ° i 
noyed? 


{ 


i y 
| die of diseases contracted while in the service of 


the United States, and in the course of their duty 


| in the prosecution of the war with Mexico; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 


| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution, which hes over, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 


) the expediency of providing by law for the taking of proper 
| security on the arrival of alien passengers in the United 


| to the Senate the de 


States who are diseased, or impotent, or paupers, or likely 
to become paupers, that such alien passengers shaft not be 
come a public charge for support and mamtenance, either 
inthe ports and pliees at which they may arrive, or in any 
other part of the United States to which they may procecd. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
eause the bstof claims prepared by him under the resotu- 
tion of the Senate of the 9th April, 1849, and brought down 
tothe close of the 26th Congress, by resolution ef the 27th 
February, 1841, to be reprinted for the use of the Senate, 
and that he eanse the list to be brought down to the present 
cession, incorporating such contmuation in the list thus to 
be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following res- 
olution; which, after a brief explanation by Mr. 
Wesrcors, was considered and agreed to: 

Resoleed, ‘Twat the Secretary of the Navy do communicate 
atch of the Sth Pebruary, 1847, to 






| Commodore Robert F. Stockton, commanding the forces of 


the United States in California; and, also, sueh other de- 
spatches of Commodore Stockton relating to the naval and 
military Operations of that country as have not heretotore 
been communieated to Congresgand published. 
Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate 


} to the Senate the report to bis departnent recently made by 
| Lientenant Willman FP. Lynch, of the United States navy, 
| of the examination by himself and other officers of the Uni- 


ted States navy, of the Dead Sea, or such portions of said 


| report as said Seeretary may deem proper to be made 


public. 
Mr. METCALFE submitted the following re- 
solution; which hes over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communieate 
to the Senate the proceedings under the act of Congress of 
the last session, to compensate R. M. Johnson for the ereec- 


tion of certain buildings for the use of the Choctaw Aead- | 


emy ; also, the evidence of the cost of said buildings. 
EXTRA COMPENSATION TO A POSTMASTER. 
On motion of Mr. DOWNS, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider the motion lying on the table, to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill for the relief of William 
de Buys, late postmaster of New Orleans, was re- 


jecte d. 


Mr. DOWNS explained the case; and, after 


some remarks by Mr. HAMLIN, Mr. 'TUR- | 


NEY, Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. NILES, Mr. 
RUSK, Mr. BERRIEN, and Mr. WALKER— 

Mr. ATHERTON asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to reconsider, which were ordered; 


| and the question being taken, it was decided as fol- 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, 
Benton, Berrien, Borland, Breese, Clarke, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dayton, Dodge of lowa, Downs, Foote, Greene, Han- 
negan, Huater, Johuson of Gouisiana, Jones, Manguin, 
Mason, Miller, Phelps, tusk, Sebastian, Stargeon, Upiam, 
Walker, and) Westcott—30. 

NAYS—Messrs, Atherton, Bradbury, Bright, Corwin, 
Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Hale, Hamlin, hing, Metealfe, Niles, 
Spruance, Turney, Underwood, aud Yulee—\6. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question recurring upon ordering the bill to 
a third readinge— 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill, by 
adding the following section: 


ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be, and he is hereby, directed to ascertain the amount 
of lands which have been located by wiliiary land warrants 


| issued for military services in the late war with Mexico, by 


persons other than the persons to whom such warrapts were 
issued, their widows or heirs, and that he pay to the several 


| registers and receivers of the several land otlices an amount 


equal to that which they would have been cniitied to had 


| such lands been sold for money, deducting therefrom any 


sums which such officers niay have received according to 
law as fees for the loeation of land warrants, such payment 


| to be made out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 


appropriated, 
Mr. BADGER desired to know if the amend- 
ment was in order, having no relevancy to the bill. 
PRESIDING OFFICER. It appears to the 
Chair to be a very good ground of objection that 
the amendment relates to a different subject; but 
there is noexpress rule which requires the Presiding 


Officer to decide that the amendment is not in 
order. 


Keb, 8, 


Mr. WALKER explained his ame ndment 

Mr. DOWNS replied. a 

Mr. JOLINSON explained that this was a Hi 
bill; whereupon— "” 

Mr. WALKER withdrew his amendmen: 

The bill was then opposed by Mr, BRIGHT 
who renewed the amendment withdrawn | y Mr 
WaALKer. a 

Mr. UNDERWOCD moved to amen: 
ment by adding as follows: 


7 
1 the amend. 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Ge) 
canse to be paid to those postmasters, whose h KX fents a 
not amount to S4t0, the deticieney, provided ey 
ficiency can be paid out of the commissions they poy 
Where such commissions at the rate allowed th 
excecd 5° 000 

Mr. DOWNS opposed the amendments. aya 
after some remarks from Mr. NILES, Mr. Bpr. 
RIEN, Mr. UNDERWOOD, Mr. DICKINsow 
and Mr. BRADBURY— 

Mr. HALE moved to lay the bill and 


in Wonld 


amend. 


ments on the table. 


Mr. BADGER asked for the yeas and nays 
which were ordered. . 

The question was then taken and decided ag fo}. 
lows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Corwin 
Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, King, Mason, Mey’ 
calfe, Niles, Spruance, Turney, and Underwood—}6, 

NAYS—Messts. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Roy 
land, Breese, Clarke, Clayton, Davis ot Mississippi, Dayton, 
Dodge of fowa, Douglas, Downs, Fitzpatrick, Greene, Hay. 
negan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, Jones, 
Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Rusk, Sturgeon, Walker, Webster. 
Westcott, and VYulee—29. 

So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed 
to. . 

The question being then taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, it was rejected. ; 

The question recurring upon the amendment, it 
also was rejected. 

The question being stated upon ordering the bil! 
to a third reading, the yeas and nays were demani- 
ed and ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Butler, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of 
Iowa, Downs’, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Jones, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Rusk, Stur- 
geon, Walker, Webster, and Westeott—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Cor 
win, Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Pitzgeraid, Pitspatrick, Hale, 
Hamlin, King, Metealfe, Niles, Spruanece, Turney, Uider- 
wood, and Yulee—19. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

WILLIAM A. SLACUM. 


Mr. CLARKE moved a reconsideration of the 


vote by which the Senate concurred in the House 
amendments to the bill for the relief of William A. 
Slacum. 

MrgHANNEGAN. Theamendment made by 
the House was concurred in, I believe, withoutany 
attention being directed to it. The bill has passed 
the Senate repeatedly, and has failed in the House 
for the want of time to act upon it. The fact is 
this: Mr. Slacum, who was a purser in the navy 
in the time of Gen. Jackson, proceeded to Oregon 


i, and collected all the information, all the statistics 


he possibly could, in relation to that country. In 
the course of that expeditionghe was subjected, as 
a matter of course, to many privations. He per- 
formed his duty ably and satisfactorily. It is not 
proposed to pay his expenses, but the propositiog, 
whieh was stricken from the bill by the House, was 
this. The Committee on Foreign Relations here 
gave him, while on this service, in lieu of his purs- 
er’s pay, Six dollars a day, being simply the com- 
pensation allowed to a bearer of despatches. The 
House disagreed to this, and simply continued his 
pav as purser. Certainly, under no rule that I have 
ever heard of, could he be called upon to periorm 
this duty as purser in the navy. art ng 

The question on reconsideration was decided i 
the affirmative; and, the question being put upon 
concurring in the amendment of the House, Wie 
amendment was not concurred in. 

DAVID MYERLE. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill for the relief of David Myerle, the question 
pending being upon an amendment submitted by 
Mr. UnpErwoon, directing that the money appro 
priated by the bill should go to the benefit of 


' Messrs. Montmoulin & Cornwell, the assignees 


of the hemp rejected by the officers of the United 


States. 


Some discussion then took lace, in which Mr. 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. RIGHT, Mr. UN- 
DERWOOD, and Mr. WEBSTER, participated. 
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Thefamendment was then rejected : 

The question being on the third reading of the 
Ol. BRADBURY moved to amend the bill by 
“Ling out “thirty” and inserting *ten;”? which 
ee acreed to—ayes 22, noes 20. 
The bill was then reported as amended, and the 
question being on concutrence with the committee 
che amendments— 

vr. HALE, Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. BAD- 
GER, Mr. ATCHISON, Mr. NILES, Mr. BEN- 
TON, and Mr. FOOTE, made some remarks. 
“'The yeas and nays were ordered on this qees- 
sion, and the question being taken, it was decided 
as follows: 

yRAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bell, Benton, 
Rorland, Bradbury, Breese, Calhoun, Corwir, Davis ot 
tississippi, Dix, Dodge of lowa, Downs, Fetch, Fitzgerald, 
Howlin, Hannegan, Johnson of Georgia, Jones, Metealte, 
<,bastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and 
. . )»~ 
. MAYS Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Clarke, 
Hayton. Dickinson, Dougtas, Foote, Hale, Houston, Hunter, 
joynson of Louisiana, King, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Phelps, 
tusk, Walker, Webster, Wesfcott, and Yulee—23. 

So the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. ATCHISON proposed that the bill should 
be passed over until to-morrow. In the mean 
time, he would propose an amendment to refer the 
subject to the Secretary of the Navy, and if the 
hemp was improperly rejected, he would vote to 
zive the claimant full compensation. 

Mr. BERRIEN declined. 

Mr. UNBERWOOD asked for the yeas and 
nays on the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, with the view to 
give an opportunity to the Senator from Missouri 
{Mr. Arcuison]} to prepare his amendment, 1 move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. BADGER. If we adjourn now, the bill 
will not come up again for a week. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the third read- 
ing, and decided as follows: 

Yh AS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Bright, 
jutier, Clarke, Dayton, Dickinson, Douglas, Foote, Hale, 
Houston, Johuson of Louisiana, King, Mangum, Miller, 
a , Phi Ips, Rask, Walker, Webster, Westcou, and 

Uiee—a4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 
Jand, Bradbury, Calhoun, Corwin, Dix, Dodge of Towa, 
Downs, Feleh, Fitzgerald, Hamlin, Hannegan, Hunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, Jones, Metcalfe, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Undeewood, and Upham—24. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair votes in 
the aflirmative. If there is no objection, the bill 
wil! now have its third reading. 

Mr. BENTON. Objection, sir; objection. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, it does not 
require unanimous consent. . 

PRESIDING OFFICER. Shall the bill now 
have its third reading ? 

Thequestion was taken and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, I move that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

On acdivision the,motion was not agreed to—2] 
voting in the affirmative, and 24 in the negative. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
And, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


s 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 8, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ALIEN PASSENGERS. 

_ Mr. ASHMUN asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for taking of proper 
security, on the arrival of alien passengers in the United 
States, who are diseased, impotent, or paupers, or likely to 
hecome paupers, that such alien passengers shall not be- | 
come a public charge for their support and maintenance, 
either in the ports or places in which they may arrive, orin 
any other part of the United States to which they inay. pro- 

Mr. PETTIT objecting, the resolution was not 
received. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked leave to 
present a memorial, 

Mr. ASHMUN objected. 

Mr. GRINNELL called for the regular order of 
Jusiness, ° 

Mr. KAUFMAN said there were a number of 
bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s table, which 
he would ask should now be taken up, and referred | 
to the appropriate committees. 


| cial courts of the United States;’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


Several members insisted on the rezular order of 
business 

as Aoos A erent ; — 

The SPEAKER said he would call the attention 
of the House to a new rule or reculation which 
had been adopted by the House about a week 
ago, and which was in the following word 

Resolved ‘That on each Thursday during the pr nt sr 
sion, after the present week, the eatendar af bills in Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state the Union ill be called 
over, and the bills to the passage of which no objection 
shall then be made, i! be first considered and then di 
posed of, 

This was the first day, the SPEAKER said, on 
which this rale became absolute. 

’ ‘ ¥ r ‘ . ‘ 

Mr. ROCK W ELL, of Connecticut. moved that 

the House resolve itself into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of executing the said order of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked leave to withdraw cer- 
tain papers from the files of the House 

Mr. ROCK WELL insisted on his motion. 

Mr. FULTON was understood to request the 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Roexwet] to 
waive that motion for one hour, so that the com- 
mittees might be called for reports. 

Mr. BARRINGER made the same suggestion. 

Mr. ROCKWELL waived his motion for the 
vurpose indicated, 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, asked leave to present 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of Iili- 
nots. 

Objection having been made, the resolutions 
were not received. r 

Mr. HALL, of New York, inquired of the 
Speaker whether the business first in order would 
not be the bill reported by him yesterday, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, in relation to the or- 
ganization of a district court in the western district 
of Louisiana? 

The SPEAKER said that that bill had taken its 
place on the file of bills on their engrossment. 

The committees 
when, 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Ordered, Vhat the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
charged from the further consideration of the joint resolution 
of the General Assembly of the State of Lowa, asking an 
appropriation to detray the expenses of ranning the northern 
aud western boundary lines of the State of Iowa, and that 
the same be referred to the Cominittee on Publie Lands. 

LAWS OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. HALL, of New York, from the Committee 


were then called for reports; 


| on the Judiciary, reported a joint resolution, au- 


thorizing the Secretary of State to increase the 
number of copies of the laws of Congress annually 
distributed to the several States and Territories. 

Mr. HALL asked that it might be put upon its 
passage. He said that there had been no increase 
by law of the copit s to be distributed amone the 
several States and ‘Territories since the year 1818. 
A correspondence had taken place between the 
Secretary of State of the State of New York and 
the Secretary of State of the United States, upon 
the subject; and the Committee on the Judiciary, 
in consequence of the increase of the Territories, 
had instructed him (Mr. H.) to report the reso- 
lution, which authorized an addition of two thou- 
sand copies to the number of eleven thousand pro- 
vided for distribution since the year 1818. 

The resolution, by general consent, was read a 
third time and passed. 
PENNSYLVANIA UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill supplementary to 
an act approved March 19, 1842, entitled ‘An act 
supplemeatary to an act entitiled*An act to amend 
the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled An act to 
amend An act entitled An act to establish the judi- 
*? which was read 
twice. 

The bill having been read twice by its title— 

Mr. INGERSOLL asked that it be put upon its 


| passage. 


Mr. JONES called for the reading of the bill; 
which was read through. . 

Mr. INGERSOLL briefly explained the pro- 
visions of the bill, and the necessity, with refer- 
ence to the business before the courts in Pennsyl- 


| vania, of its immediate passage. 


Some conversational explanation,in respect to 


| the objects and application of the bill passed be- 
| tween Messrs. GRINNELL,J.R. INGERSOLL, 


| 


BOWLIN, NICOLL, LYNDE, and JONES of 
Tennessee. 


Mr. CROWELL said, that as there were sev- 
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eral other committees yet to make reports, and as 
this was the fourth day during which the attens 
tion of the House had been occupied by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, he would move the pre- 
vious question. 

[Severas Vorces: Move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union.] 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, thought (he said) 
that the bill should take that direction, and that it 
should not be thus hastily disposed of. He thought 
there was evidence in the bill itself that there would 
be inequality in the operation of the law in the 
various judicial districts of the United States, 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Crowrtr} gave way for a motion to 
commit 

Mr. CROWELL adhered to his motion. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to commit had 
not been made; butif it had. the previous ques- 
tion would not cut it off. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had not made the mo- 
tion to commit, and supposed that he could not, as 
the previous question was pending. If the motion 
to commit were in order, he would make it now. 

Mr. CROWELL withdrew his demand for the 
previous question, moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and then renewed the demand for the previous 
question. 

There was asecond. The main question was 
ordered to be now taken; and, having been taken, 
the biil—by ayes &2, noes 38—was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
sundry persons of Rhode Island for the abolition of capital 
punishment, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported the following resolation; 
which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to pur- 
chase of Litte & Brown the same number of copies of their 
annual continaation of the Statutes at Large and Treaties of 
the United States atready published, and including the pres- 
ent Congress, as was furnished by them of their edition of 
the Statutes at Large in eight volumes; and that the same 
be distributed by lim as the Statefes at Large to which they 
are supplementary, were distributed: Provided, Such con 
tinuation can be purchased ata price not exceeding sixty 
cents for the laws of each sessien, and the treaties pub- 
lished therewith. 


Mr. FRENCH, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of J. W. Nye, 
praying for the payment of seevices rendered un- 
der a contract with the postmaster of the Elouse of 
Representatives, reported the following resolution: 

I I 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay out of the con- 
tingent fend to J. W. Nye, the sum of five hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, on his executing a release, under his 
hand and seal, to the United States, in such form as shall 
he approved by said Clerk, of all claims against the United 
States, or the postmaster of the House of Representatives, 
in respect to the several matters set forth in his petition and 
papers, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary of tie 
House, or referred to in the papers, or by the witnesses 
whose testimony was before the committee; which release 
shall, by the said Clerk, be preserved amongstihe files of his 
office. 

After some remarks, by way of explanation and 
inquiry, by Messrs. FRENCH, STUART of 
Michigan, JONES of Tennessee, WENT- 
WORTH, KENNON, and ROCKWELL of 
Connecticut— 

On motion Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the reso- 
lution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Mass., it was 

Ordered, ‘That the Committeé on Revolutionary Claims be 
discharged from the further sonsideration of the petition of 
Cornelius Bates, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Mass., it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petinon of 
Dempsey Nash, and that leave be granted to withdraw the 


| said petition and papers from the files of the House. 


Mr. NEWELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Moore White, accompanied by a report in 
writing; which was read twice, and committed to 


| the Committee of the Whole House, and the bill 


and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of James Bell, deceased, accompanied by a 


| report in writing; which bill was read twice and 
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committed, and the bill and report ordered to be 


pri ted. 
~ Mr. WICK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Charles 
MelLane, of Missouri, accompanied by a reportin 
writing: which bill was read twice. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed and read a third 
time tralia 

And being engrossed, was accordingly read a 
third time and passed, and sent to the Senate for 
eoncurrence 

Mr. TOMPKINS, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of John 
B. Nevie, of Adams county, Mississippi, accom- 
panied by areportin writing, which jomt resolu- 
von was read twiee, and ordered to be engrossed 
avd read a third tume to-day. 

! being engrossed, was accordingly read a 

third time and passed, and sent to the Senate for 


col serence 


On motion of Mr. GA YLE, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
discharged from the consideration ef the petition of William 
G. Ross, and that it be referred to the Comunttee on Publ 
Law 

\iv. G., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report upon the petition of Joho T. Faris; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
yp ited, 

On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of South Caro- 
lina, by leave, 

Ovdercd, That the heirs of Guetano Carnsi have leave to 
wetielraw from the files of the tiouse the peuuon and papers 
of td Carus. 

Mr. GAYLE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the amend- 
ments of the Senateto House bill entitled **An act 
for the relief of Sarah P. Caldwell, wife of James 
H. Brigham,” reporte d the same back without 
amendment, 

The said amendments were then read and agreed 
to, and the Clerk ordered to acquaint the Senate 
therewitoa. 

Mr. G., from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill from the Senate entitled * An act 
to relinquish the reversionary interest of the Uni- 
ted States ina certain Indian reservation in the 
Stete of Alabama,’’ reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. The said bill was then 
read a third time and passed, and returned to the 
Demate, 

Mr. BRADY, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Thomas B. 
Clark, reported a bill to provide for the issuing a 
land patent to Thomas b. Clark, accompanied by 
a report in writing; which bill was read twice and 
committed, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. DARLING, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Richard H. 
Barrett, made a report, accompanied by a bill to 
authorize the confirmation of the claim of Richard 
H. Barrett to a quarter section of land in East 
Fionda, under the.act of the 4th of August, 1842, 
to provide for the armed occupation and settlement 
of the peninsula of East Florida; which was read 
twice and committed, and the bill and report or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DARLING, from the same committee, to 
whom were referred the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill of the House entitled “‘An act for the 
relief of James, P. Sexton,’’ reported the same 
back without amendment. 

The said amendments were then read and agreed 
to, and the Clerk ordered to acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill of the Senate entitled 
**An act for the relief of Shadrach Gillett and oth- 
ers,’’ reperted the same back without amendment, 
accumpanied by a report in writing. 


On motion of Mr. RUMSEY, 

Oriered, That the said bill be laid upon the table, and 
that tue report be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, stated that this 
day was set apart for the purpose of calling -the 
calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. Since this Congress met in 
December last, that calendar had never been called. 
lie moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for 
that purpose. 


He waived the motion for the present, at the 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ' 


request of Mr. Barnincer and others, giving no- 
tice that he should soon renew it. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, made adverse reports upon the memo- 
rial of the half and quarter-breeds of the Sioux In- 
dians and Marey Egnew; which were laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill from the Senate en- 
titled **An act to provide for the sale of lands pur- 
chased by the United States from the Saginaw 
tribe of Chippewa Indians, in the State of Mich- 
wan,’ 'reported the same back without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a Committee 
of tie Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill from the Senate, 
entitled ** An act for the relief of Henry D. Garri- 


' 


n,’’ reported the same back without amend- 
‘The said bill was committed, and made the order 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill from the Senate, 
entitled ** An act for the relief of P. Choteau, jun., 
& Co.,’’ reported the same back without amend- 
ment. 

The said bill was committed, and made the order 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. LIARALSON, trom the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Giles N. Ellis, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill 
was read twice and committed, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow; and the bill and 
report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARALSON, trom the same committee, 
who was instructed to inquire into the condition 
of the fund for the relief of sick and disabled sol- 
diers, and of using the hospital at New Orleans as 
an asylum for the same, made a report thereon; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. BARRINGER presented joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of North Carolina, concerning 
the improvement of the Indian tribes; which reso- 
lutions were laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 
Alflairs, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
from the Senate, entitled **A resolution for the 
relief of Major R. L. Baker, of the Ordnance- 
Corps;’’ reported the same back to the House, 
without amendment. 


Ordered, That the said resolution be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 


On motion of Mr. BOTTS, 


Ordered, That the Committee ou Military Affairs be dis- 
charged fram the further consideration of the petition of 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Richard MeSherry, of the United 
States Navy, and that it be reterred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, who were instructed by a resolution of the 
House of the 15th ultimo ‘to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of loaning to the Norwich University, in 
Vermont, the use of two field-pieces,’’ &c., made 
an adverse report thereon; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Marvin W. 
Fisher, reported a bill for his relief, accompanied 
by a report in writing; which was read twice and 
committed, and, with the report, ordered to be 
yrinted, 

Mr. BURT, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate enttled ** An 
act to grant to the State of Wisconsin the military 
reservation at Fert Winnebago,’’ reported the 
same back to the House without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, 

Ordered, ‘That the said bili be laid upon the table. 


Mr. DARLING moved the reconsideration of 
the vote by which the said bill was laid on the 
table; which motion was postponed for the pres- 
ent, 


On motion of Mr. BURT, : 


Ordercd, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the petition of 


A. G. Blanchard, C. 8. Hunt, Theodore Lewis, and others ; 
of the peution of Joseph C. Linn; ofthe petition of Michael 
D. Ferrais; and of the petition of P. P. Frame, aud that 


they severally be laid upon the table. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill of the 
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House giving to the clerks and paymasters in 
army mileage for travel performed in the disc 
of their official duties during the late wer 
Mexico, reported the same back to the H 
without amendment. ~ 
On motion of Mr. BURT, 


Ordered, That the said bill be laid upon the table 


in the 
' 
narce 


W ith 


Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report upon the netition 
of Augustus Moore; which report was Jay ae 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

~ KILLING AN INDIAN BOY, 

Mr. BOTTS rose and asked that, by genera) 
consent, the Committee of the Whole should " 
discharged from the consideration of the bill from 
the Senate entitled ** An act to authorize the Spo. 
retary of War to make reparation for the killino 

_of a Caddo boy, by volunteer troops in Texas:” 
and that the bill might be put upon its passace.’ 

He would briefly explain its object. He was 
very imperfectly heard by the reporter, but was 
understood to say, that the bill made an appropring 
tion of $500 to the Caddo indian tribe, as omen. 
sation for a boy, one of their tribe, who, without 
the shghtest provocation, was wantonly and cruelly 
killed by the Texan volunteers. The law of je. 
taliation with savage tribes was blood for blood: 
and that law this tribe would have put into execy. 
tion, but for the energy and extraordinary exer. 
tion of the agent of the United States in that ter. 
ritory, by whom they were induced to consent to 
receive the sum of five hundred dollars as renara. 
tion. It was a solemn contract between the Goy- 
ernment and the tribe. ‘The appropriation was 
recommended by the War Department. The bill 
had been passed by the Senate, and its passage 
had been recommended by the Committee on Mil. 
itary Affairs of this House. ‘The sum was to have 
been paid within three months; that time had 
elapsed; and there was danger every hour that the 
trive would break out into hostilities against the 
people on our borders, The contract was made 
with the Indian agent. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
taken up, considered, and, without debate or di- 
vision, read a third time and passed. . 

PURSERS’ EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
pursers in the navy, as to expenditures made in 
pursuance of orders during the war with Mexico. 

The resolution having been read twice— 

Mr. STANTON asked that it be put upon its 
passage. He presumed that there would be no 
objection to it. 

He explained briefly the nature of the expendi- 
tures referred to in the resolution. There was, 
he said, no law under which these expefiditures 
could be allowed at the Treasury Department, and 
this resolution simply authorized the officers to set- 
tle their accounts. 

| Noobjection having been made, the resolution 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, renewed the mo- 
tion heretofore made that the Hlouse resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

‘Union. He had, he said, been requested by many 
members to make this motion. He hoped it might 
prevail, There were many members of the House 
interested in it. 

‘The question was taken, and the motion was 
rejected. 


| Upon 


SCHOOL LANDS IN IOWA. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Territories, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate entitled ‘“* An act declaratory of the act 
for the admission of the State of lowa into the 
Union,” reported the same back to the House, 
with an amendment, viz: Strike out the word 
‘‘forty,’’ in the last line, and insert, in lieu thereof, 
‘three hundred and twenty;” so that it would 

‘read, ‘said land to be selected in legal subdivis- 
ions of not less than 320 acres.” 

Mr. LEFFLER proceeded briefly to oppose the 
amendment, when 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, interposed; 
and moved that the House proceed to the consider- 

| ation of business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. HARALSON rose to a question of order. 
| He desired to know how the gentleman from Con- 
| necticut (Mr. Rocxwext] could make his motion, 
'| whilst the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. Lerrtes) 
‘| was on the floor? 
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The SPEAKER said, that after one hour de- 
yoted to the recepuion of reports from committees, 
such a motion was In order, 

Mr. HARALSON did not understand how the 
entle man could get the floor to make it. 

. The SPEAKER said, the question was on pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. . 

Mr. WENTW ORTH rose to a question of 
order. He understood that the gentleman from 
Jowa {Mr. Lerrier] had been recognized by the 
Chair—that he was on the floor—that he was ad- 
dressing the House—and that in the middle of a 
centence the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
Jock WELL] had risen and moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said, that under the rules of 
the House, the Chair had always entertained such 
amotion after one hour had been devoted to re- 
sorts. If the motion was notentertained, the eflect 
would be that the rules of the House would be 
superseded, and that two hours, or more, would 
be devoted to reports of committees, instead of one. 
When the hour expired, whoever was upon the 
floor, the motion to proceed to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table was in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to know how one 
gentieman could take the floor from another? 
~ The SPEAKER. Precisely as under the rules 
of the House, a gentleman who has spoken one 
hour may be stopped in his remarks, 

The question ** Will the House proceed to the 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s table?”’ 
was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. LEFFLER then made a few remarks in op- 
position to the amendment reported by the Commit- 
tee on Territories. He also stated the importance 
of the bill to lowa, and asked that it might be 
finally disrosed of to-day. 

Mr. SMITH brietly explained, and vindicated 
the amendment; and moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, asked him to with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. SMITH declined to withdraw. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, but there was not a second. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, said: This is a bill 
of vast importance to the State of lowa, and I sin- 
cerely hope the House will consider it at the pres- 
ent ime, and pass it without the proposed amend- 
ment. 

The.question of diverting these lands from the 
construction of internal improvements, as origin- 
ally contemplated, to the more desirable object of 
popular education, was thoroughly canvassed pre- 
viously to the passage of the act admitting the 
State of lowa into the Union; and it was then un- 


TH 


who reported this bill, is opposed to its passage 
without amendment, on the ground that the pro- 
vision he proposes to strike out is unprecedented, 
unnecessary, and unjust to the other States that 
have received similar donations. Iam forced to 


difier with the gentleman on all these points. Tam | 
far from conceding that this provision is without | 


precedent, is itis in my recollection that this pro- 
VISION Was € xtended to one of the southern States 
—] think Florida—but a yearazo. | may be mis- 
taken in the State, as the law is not before me: but 
[ appeal to the gentleman from Florida, whether 
this provision has not been extended to his State? 
I am confident, from high authority, that this pro- 
vision has been extended to one of the southern 
States—either Florida or Alabama—perhaps the 
latter. 

Mr. COLLAMER here obtained permission, 
and stated that no such provision had been made 
in favor of any State in the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON. TIT maintain that I cannot 
be mistaken. But all will admit that this donation 
has been diverttd, by our constitution and the act 
admitting us into the Union, to a most benevolent, 
patriotic, and praiseworthy object. Then why will 
not gentlemen permit it to be selected in such a 
manner as to best subserve that object? Why will 
they not accord to the State in this philanthropic 
enterprise, the privilege granted to individuals? 
You permit persons who purchase from the Gen- 
eral Government to select In smaller subdivisions; 
then, why change the rule in this case? Our State 
is peculiarly situated—consisting of prairie land 
and timber—the former occupying much the larger 
portion. In order to render these lands valuable 
or even saleable, their selections must be made 
in such a manner as to accommodate the prairie 
intended for cultivation with enough timber for 
fuel and fencing. Forty acres of timber will fre- 
quently supply a whole section of prairie; hence, 
by forcing the State to select in large tracts, you 
will greatly deteriorate the value of the lands 
selected. 

Surely, the Government did not intend it to be 
understood, that in making this donation to be 
applied to such a desirable object, the disposition 
was less beneficial and laudable than any other it 
has ever made; yet gentlemen appear to act as if 
this were the case: else why this restriction? If 
her liberality has heretofore been cramped, she 


, may have had the excuse that she was not asked; 


justice to other States. 


that she was not importuned; but now she is 
robbed of this excuse, is it right, is it generous to 
say we have no precedent for it? 

By granting this provision, you commit no in- 
Other States may have no 


' need for it; and should they have, they can sull 


derstood that further legislation was unnecessary | 


inerder to pass these lands to the State for the 
purposes contemplated by the constitution of that 
State. The State so understood it, and immedi- 


judgment, to concede it. 


ask, and the Government ought, in my humble 
It is never too late to 
commence to do right, and having commenced, its 


| continuance is truly commendable. 


ately took measures to appropriate the lands ac- , 


cordingly. With the consent and coéperation of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the 
State proceeded to sell many of these lands; but 
before the proceeds were diverted in accordance 
with the constitution of the State and the intention 
of Congress, the Comptroller interposed his nega- 
live, on the ground that, from the act itself, the 
intention of Congress did not sufficiently appear. 
This rendered everything which had been done 
by the State virtually nugatory, at the same time 
that it arrested all further action. 


other end of the Capitol; and so far, must commend 
itself to the early and favorable consideration of 
every member of this House. 

But, by the original act, the State was prohib- 


ited from selecting these lands in smaller quantities | 


than legal subdivisions of three hundred and twenty 
acres. ‘This was found to be embarrassing; and find- 
Inga precedent in one of the southern States created 
by act of August 11, 1848, a provision was incor- 
porated into the bill, allowing the selections to be 
made in legal subdivisions of not less than forty 
acres, 

The committee have reported the bill back to the 
Touse, with a proposition to amend it by striking 
out this provision; and out of this proposition has 


il. 


The gentleman on the other side of the House | 





rther _ To obviate this | 
diffeulty mainly, this bill had its origin in the || 


I earnestly hope the House will reject the amend- 
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ment, and pass the bill as it came from the Senate. | 


After a brief explanation by Mr. COLLA- 


| MER— ° 


Mr. VINTON, expressing a hope that the 
amendment would be adopted, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

There was a second. And the main question 
(being first on the adoption of the amendment) 
was taken; and by ayes 77, noes 58, it was agreed 


| to. 


} 
i} 
Ht 
| 
| 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 
TERRITORY OF MINESOTA. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee 

on Territories, to whom was referred the bill from 


| the Senate entitled ** An act to establish the Terri- 


hgtorial Government of Minesota,” reported the 


| 
i 


same back to the House, with an amendment. 
Mr. SMITH said, that the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, desirous of early action on this bill, had 
instructed him to report an amendment to strike 
out the appropriation, in order to obviate the ne- 


| cessity of a reference to the Committe uf the Whole 


| on the state of the Union. 


nothing with which the House was not familiar. 


| It was drawn in accordance with the other Terri- 
torial bills. The bill itself had been printed. He 


pore the only impediment to the passage of the 


hoped the House would consent to put it now 
upon its passage. 
He was proceeding to recapitulate the provis- 


The bill contained | 


i 


ions of the several amendments reported from the | 


Committee on Territories, when— » 
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The SPEAKER interposed, and inquired of ihe 
rentleman from Indiana if the bill contained an 
appropriatian ? 

Mr. SMITH replied that the committee had 
stricken out the appropriation, 

The SPEAKER said ke was of opinion, if the 
bill contained an appropriation as it came from the 
Senate, that the mere recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on ‘Territories to sirrke it out would net take 
the bill out of the rule whieh required bills pro- 
posing to appropriate money to go to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. The 
question before the House would be, whether the 
appropriation should be made or not, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, in behalf 
of the minority of the Committee on Territories, 
ulso reported an amendment. 

The SPEAKER stated that the bill would go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, under the rule; and the bill and amend- 
ments were accordingly referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. MeLANE inquired if it would be in order 
to move to make the bill a enecial order for the 
same day as that for which the bill relative to Cal- 
ifornia had been made a special order? 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion was not 
in order, except by general consent. 

Mr. PETTITT. What is the condition of the 
bill? Is it referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

‘The SPEAKER. Only by the rule of the Heuse. 
The rule requires that the bill shall receive its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Bnion. 

CALENDAR OF COMMITTEE 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cons, of 
Georgia, in the chair,) to execute the order which 
requires the calendar of the committee to be called 
over, that such bills may be acted on as are not 
objected to. 

Numerous bills were called and objected to; and 
the committee, after remaining in session some 
time, rose and reported the following bill without 
an amendment, viz: 

A bill for the settlement of the claims of New 
Hampshire against the United States. 

Subsequently, the said bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time, and being en- 
grossed, was accordingly read the third time and 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The committee also reported the following bills, 
with a recommendation that they do not pass, viz: 

A bill making an appropriation for the dry-dock 
in the harbor of New York; 

A bill to amend an actentitled ‘An act to raise, 
for a limited time, an additional military force, and 
for other purposes,”’ approved February 11, 1847, 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the said bills; when, 

On motion of Mr, COBB, of Georgia, they were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, called for the 
reading of the message which had been received 
from the President of the United States. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might attain 
his object by moving that the Flouse proceed to 
the consideration of business on the Speaker's 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON made that motion. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired what preceded the 
message in the order of business on the Speaker’s 
table, 

The SPEAKER said, Nothing in the world. The 
President’s messages were always first in order on 
the Speaker’s table. 


THE TREATY WITH MEXICO. 


The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Hovsrown, of Alabama, that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 

And the motion having been agreed to— 

The SPEAKER laid before the Housé the fol- 
lowing message, in writing, from the President of 
the United States: 


To the House a Representatives of the United States: 
In reply to the resolutions of the House of Rep- 


resentatives of the fifth instant, | communicate 


: herewith a report from the Secretary of State, ac- 
























































eee fos 


ee oe ETM 




























tay iT Se ase 





AEP 4 
i 






= 






AES 






3 age 






- 


486 


companied with ail the documenta and correspond- 
ence relating to the treaty of peace concluded be- 
tween the United States and Mexico at Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, on the second of February, 1848, and to 
the amendments of the Senate thereto, as requested 
by the House in the said re solutions. 

Amongst the documents transmitted will be 
found a copy of the instructions given to the com- 
missioners of the United States who took to Mex- 
ico the treaty as amended by the Senate, and rati- 
fied by the President of the United States. In my 
message to the House of Repre sentatives of the 
twenty-ninth of July, 1848, | gave as my reason 
for declining to furnish these instructions, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House, that “in 
my opinion tt would be meonsistent with the pub- 
lic interests to give publicity to them at the present 
time.”’ Although it may sull be doubted, whethe: 
giving them publicity in our own country, and, as 
a necessary consequence, in Mexico, may not have 
a prejudicial influence on our public interests, yet, 
as they have been again called for by the House, 
and called for in connection with other documents, 
to the correct understanding of which they are in- 
dispensable, | have deemed it my duty to transmit 
them. 

I still “entertain the opinion, expressed in the 
message referred to, **that, asa general rule, appli- 
‘cable toall ourimportant negotiations with foreign 
* Powers, it could not fail to be prejudicial to the 
* public interests to publish the instructions to our 
* ministers, until some time had elapsed after the 
‘conclusion of such negotiations,”* 

In these instructions of the l&th of March, 1848, 
it will be pereeived *“that the task was assigned 
*to the commissioners of the Untted States of con- 
* summating the treaty of peace, which waa signed 
*at Gaudalupe Hidalgo, on the second day of 
‘February last, between the United States and 
‘the Mexican Republic; and which, on the tenth 
‘of March last, was ratified by the Senate, with 
*amendments.”’ 

They were informed * that this brief statement 
‘ will indicate to you clearly the line of your duty. 
* You are not sent to Mexico for the purpose of 
‘ negotiating any new treaty, or of changing in any 
‘ particular the ratified treaty which you will bear 
‘with you. None of the amendments adopted by 
‘the Senate can be rejected or modified, except by 
‘the authority of that body. Your whole duty 
‘ will, then, consist In using every honorable effort 
*to obtain from the Mexican Government a ratifi- 
‘cation of the treaty in the form in which it has 
* been ratified by the Senate, and this with the least 
‘practicable delay.”’ ‘* lor this purpose, it may, 
‘and most probably will, become necessary that 
* you should explain to the Mexican Minister for 
* Foreign Affairs, or to the authorized agents of 
‘the Mexican Government, the reasons which 
* have influericed the Senate in adopting these sev- 
‘eral amendments to the treaty. This duty you 
‘will perform, as much as possible, by personal 
‘conferences. Diplomatic notes are to be avoided, 
‘ unless in case of necessity. ‘These might lead to 
‘endless discussions and indefinite delay. Besides, 


‘they could not have any practical result, as your | 


* mission is confined to procuring a ratification from 
*the Mexican Government of the treaty as it came 
‘from the Senate, and does not extend to the 
* slightest modification in any of its provisions.”’ 
The commissioners were sent to Mexico to pro- 
cure the ratification of the treaty as amended by the 
Senate. ‘Their instructions confined them to this 
point. It was proper that the amendments to the 
treaty adopted by the United States should be ex- 
plained to the Mexican Government, and expla- 
nations were made by the Secretary of State, in 
his letter of the 18th of March, 1848, to the Mex- 
ican Minister of loreign Affairs, under my direc- 
tion. This despatch was communicated to Con- 
gress with my message of the 6th of July last, 
communicating the treaty of peace, and published 
by their order. This despatch was transmitted by 
our commissioners from the city of Mexico to the 
Mexican Government, then at Queretaro, on the 
17th of April, 1848, and its receipt acknowledged 


on the 19th of the same month. During the whole | 


time that the treaty, as amended, was before the 
Congress of Mexico, these explanations of the 
Secretary of State, and these alone, were before 
them. e 

_ The President of Mexico, on these explana- 
tions, on the &th day of May, 1848, submitted the 
amended treaty to the Mexican Congress, and on 


the 25th of May that Congress approved the treaty 
as amended without modification or alteration. The 
final action of the Mexican Congress had taken 
place before the commissioners of the United States 
had been officially received by the Mexican author- 
ities, or held any conference with them, or had 
any other communication on the subject of the 
treaty, except to transmit the letter of the Secretary 
of State, P 

In their despatch transmitted to Congress with 
my message of the 6th of July last, eommunica- 
ting the treaty of peace, dated * City of Quere- 
taro, May 25, 1848, nine o’clock, p. m.” the com- 
missioners say: ** We have the satisfaction to 
‘inform you that we reached this city this after- 
‘noon at about five o’clock, and that the treaty, as 
‘amended by the Senate of the United States, 
‘passed the Mexican Senate about the hour of our 
‘arrival by a vote of 33 to 5. It having previously 
‘ passed the House of Deputies, nothing now re- 
‘mains but to exchange the ratifications of the 
‘treaty.’’ 

On the next day, (the 26th of May,) the com- 
missioners were for the first time presented to the 
President of the Republic, and their credentials 
placed in his hands. On this occasion the com- 
missioners delivered an address to the President 
of Mexico, and he replied. In their despatch of 
the 30th of May, the commissioners say: ** We 
‘enclose a copy of our address to the President, 
‘and also a copy of his reply. Several conferences 
‘afterwards took place between Messrs. Rosa, 
, Couto, and ourselves, which it is not 

‘thought necessary to recapitulate, as we enclose 
‘a copy of the protocol, which contains the sub- 
| “stance of the conversations. We have now the 
‘satisfaction to announce that the exchange of 
‘ ratifications was etlected to-day.’’ This despatch 


* Cueva: 


| was communicated with my message of the 6th of 


July last, and published by order of Congress. 
The treaty, as amended by the Senate of the 
United States, with the accompanying papers, and 
’ i pay 


| the evidence that in that form st had been ratified 


by Mexico, was received at Washington on the 4th 
day of July, 1848, and immediately proclaimed as 
the supreme law of the land. On the 6th of July I 
| communicated to Congress the ratified treaty, with 


such accompanying documents as were deemed ma- | 


terial to a full understanding of the subject, to the 
end that Congress might adopt the legislation 
necessary and proper to carry the treaty into effect. 
Neither the address of the Commissioners, nor the 
| reply of the President of Mexico on the occasion 


of their presentation, nor the memorandum of con- | 
versations embraced in a paper called the Protocol, 


| nor the correspondence now sent, were communi- 
| cated, because they were not regarded a3 in any 

way material; and in this I conformed to the prac- 
| tice of our Government. It rarely, ifever, happens 
that all the correspondence, and especially the 


instructions to our ministers, is communicated. | 


Copies of these papers are now transmitted as 
being within the resolutions of the House, calling 
for all such ** correspondence as appertains to said 
treaty.”’ 


three millions paid to Mexico, the blockades were 
raised, the city of Mexico evacuated, and our 
troops on their return home. The war was at an 
end, and the treaty as ratified by the United States 
| was binding on both parties, and already executed 
| in a great degree. In this condition of things, it 
was not competent for the President alone, or for 
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, Mexico to send without delay a commission 
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ratified by the United States, but that if failine 
procure the ratification of the Mexican Gove 
ment, otherwise than with amendments, their “4 a 
imposed by express instructions, was to ask 


re) 


of 


‘ -" er to 
Washington to exchange ratifications here, if -_ 


amendments of the treaty proposed by Mexic 
¢ * Alco, 


'on being submitted, should be adopted by u 
ue 


_ of Mexico had agreed to the treaty as amen: 


Senate of the United States. 


1 was equally wel! satisfied that the Gove raiment 


se "fs led b ; 
the Senate of the United States, and did not vemnea 


the protocol as modifying, enlarging, or diminish 
ing its terms or effect. iad 

The President of that Republic, in submiy 
the amended treaty to the Mexican Coneress ‘. 
his message on the Sih day of May, 1848 aid: 
“Tf the treaty could have been submitted me sila 
‘deliberation precisely as it came from the hands 
‘of the plenipotentiaries, my satisfaction at seeine 
‘the war at last brought to an end would not have 
‘ been lessened, as it this day is, in conse quence 


Ing 
6 


en : : 4 of 
‘the modifications introduced into it by the Senate 
‘of the United States, and which have receive, the 


‘sanction of the President.”’ ** At present it js 
‘ sufficient for us to say to you, that if, in the opine 
‘ion of the Government, justice had not beep 
‘evinced on the part of the Senate and Govery. 
‘ment of the United States, in introducing such 
* modifications, it is presumed, on the other hand 
‘that they are not of such importance that thew 
‘should set aside the treaty. I believe, on the 
‘contrary, that it ought to be ratified upon the same 
‘terms in which it has already received the sane- 
‘tion of the American Government, My opinion 


| $13 also greatly strengthened by the fact that a new 


‘negotiation Is neither expected nor considered 
‘possible; much less could another be brovght 
‘ forward upon a basis more favorable for the Re- 
* public”’ 

The deliberations of the Mexican Congress, 
with no explanation before that body from the 
United States except the letter of the Secretary of 
State, resulted in the ratification of the treaty as 
recommended by the President of that Republic, 
in the form in which it had been amended and 
ratified by the United States. ‘Fhe conversations 
imbodied in the paper called a protocol took place 
after the action of the Mexican Congress was 
complete; and there is no reason to suppose that 


i the Government of Mexico ever submitted the 


| mated to the United States. 


protocol to the Congress, or ever treated it or re- 
garded it as in any sense a new negotiation, or 
as operating any modification or change of ‘us 
amended treaty. If such had been its effect, it 
was a nullity until approved by the Mexican Con- 
gress; and such approval was never made or int- 
In the final consum- 
mation of the ratification of the treaty by the Pres- 
ident of Mexico, no reference is made to it. On 
the contrary, this ratification, which was delivered 
to the commissioners of the United States, and is 


‘| now in the State Department, contains a full and 
|, explicit recognition of the amendments of the Sen- 


When these papers were received at Washing- | 
ton, peace had been restored, the first instalment of |! 


ate just as they had been communicated to that 
Government by the Secretary of State, and been 
afterwards approved by the Mexican Congress. 
It declares, that ‘having seen and examined the 


'* said treaty, and the modifications made by the 


‘Senate of the United States of America, and 


| ‘having given an account thereof to the general 


‘ Congress, conformably to the requirement in the 
‘ 14th paragraph of the 110th article of the Federal 


|| *Constitution of these United States, that body 


the President and Senate, or for the President, || 
| * with the modifications thereto, in all their parts; 


Senate, and House of Representatives combined, 


| to abrogate the treaty, to annul the peace, and | 


restore a state of war, except by a solemn decla- | 


| ration of war. ¥ 
\V Had the protocol varied the treaty as amended | 


| by the Senate of the United States, it would have | 


| had no binding effect. 

| It was obvious that the commissioners of the 
United States did not regard the protocol as in any 

| degree a part of the treaty, nor as modifying or 
altering the treaty as amended by the Senate. 
They communicated it as the substance of conver- 
sations held after the Mexican Congress had rati- 
fied the treaty, and they knew that the approval of 
the Mexican Congress was as essential to the va- 
lidity of a treaty in all its parts, as the advice and 
consent of the Senate of the United States. They 

| knew, too, that they had no authority to alter or 


' modify the treaty in the form in which it had been |! 


} 


‘has thought proper to approve of the said treaty 


‘and in consequence thereof, ne the power 
‘granted to me by the Constitution, I accept, rat- 
‘ify, and confirm the said treaty with its modifica- 
‘tions, and promise, in the name of the Mexican 
‘ Republic, to fulfill and observe it, and cause it lo 
‘ fe fulfilled and observed.”” 
Upon an examination of this protocol, when it 
was received with the ratified treaty, 1 did not 
regard it as material, or as in any way attempting 
to modify or change the treaty, as it had been 
amended by the Senate of the United States. 
The first explanation which it contains is, “ that 


the American Government, by suppressing the 
|| ninth article of the treaty of Guadalupe, and sub- 


| * stituting the third article of the treaty of Louisi- 
Sana, did not intend to diminish, im any Way, 


‘what was agreed upon by the aforesaid article 
‘(ninth) in favor of the inhabitants of the terr!- 


1849. 

‘tories ceded by Mexico. Its understanding is, 
«that all of that agreement is contained in the 
‘third article of the treaty of Louisiana. In conse- 
« quence, all the privileges and guarantees, civil, 
é political, and religious, which would have been 
‘ possessed by the inhabitants of the ceded terri- 
stories, if the ninth article of the treaty had been 
‘retained, will be enjoyed by them without any 
‘difference under the article which has been sub- 


aa eee ere ee 


’ 
« stituted. s ae e 
The ninth article of the original treaty stipulated 
‘ 


for the incorporation of the Mexican inhabitants 
of the ceded territories, and their admission into 
the Union, **as soon as possible, according to the 
‘principles of the Federal Constitution, to the en- 
«joyment of all the rights of ciuzens of the United 
“‘Siates.”” It provided, also, that in the mean time 


a 
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they should be maintained ‘in the enjoyment of || 


‘their liberty, their property, and the civil rights || 


‘now vested in them, according to the Mexican 
‘laws.”” It secured to them similar political rights 
with the inhabitants of the other Territories of the 
United States, and at le>st equal to the inhabitants 
of Louisiana and Florida, when they were in a 
territorial condition. It then proceeded to guaranty 
that ecclesiastics and religious corporations should 
be protected in the discharge of the offices of their 
ministry, and the enjoyment of their property of 
every kind, whether individual or corporate; and 
finally, that there should be a free communication 
between the Catholics of the ceded territories and 
their eeclesiastical authorities, “‘ even aithough 
‘such authorities should reside within the limits 
*of the Mexican Republic, as defined by this 
‘ treaty.’ 

The ninth article of the treaty as adopted by the 
Senate is much more comprehensive in its terms, 
and explicit in its meaning, and it clearly embraces, 
in comparatively few words, all the guarantees 
inserted in the original article. It is as follows: 
“Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall 
‘not preserve the character of citizens of the Mex- 
‘ican Republic, conformably with what is stipula- 
‘ted in the preceding article, shall be incorporated 
‘into the Union of the United States, and be ad- 
‘mitted, at the proper time, (to be judged of by 
‘the Congress of the United States,) to the enjoy- 
‘went of all the rights of citizens of the United 
‘States, according to the principles of the Consti- 
‘tution, and in the mean time shall be maintained 
‘and protected in the free enjoyment of their lib- 
‘erty and property, ad secured in the free exer- 
‘cise of their religion without restriction.’’ This 
article, which was substantially copied from the 
Louisiana treaty, provides equally with the ori- 
ginal article for the admission of these inhabitants 
into the Union; and, in the mean time, whilst they 
shall remain in-a territorial state, by one sweeping 
provision declares that they ‘‘shall be maintained 
‘and protected in the free enjoyment of their lib- 
‘erty and property, and secured in the free exer- 
‘cise of their religion without restriction.’? 

This guarantee embraces every kind of prop- 
erty, whether held by ecclesiastics or laymen, 
whether belonging to corporations or individuals. 
It secures to these inhabitants the free exercise of 
their religion without restriction, whether they 
choose to place themselves under the spiritual au- 
thority of pastors resident within the Mexican 
Republic or the ceded territories. It was, it is pre- 
sumed, to place this construction beyond all ques- 
tion, that the Senate superadded the words, ‘‘ with- 
out restriction’? to the religious guarantee contained 
in the corresponding article of the Louisiana treaty. 
Congress itself does not possess the power, under 
the Constitution, to make any law prohibiting the 
free exercise of religion. If the ninth article of the 
treaty, whether in its original or amended form, 
had been entirely omitted in the treaty, all the 
rights and privileges which either of them confers 
would have been secured to the inhabitants of the 
ceded territories by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States. 

The protocol asserts that ‘*the American Gov- 
ernment, by suppressing the tenth article of the 
treaty of Gaudalupe, did not, in any way, intend 
to annul the grants of land made by Mexico in 
the ceded territories;’’ that “these grants, not- 
withstanding the suppression of the article of 
the treaty, preserve the legal value which they 
, may possess; and the grantees may cause their 
; legitimate titles to be acknowledged before the 

American tribunals;”’ and then proceeds to state, 

that *‘conformably to the law of the United States, 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 








* personal and real, existing in the ceded territo- 


ries, are those which were legitimate titles under 
the Mexican law in California and New Mexico 
-up to the thirteenth of May, 1846; and in Texas, 
‘ up to the second of March, 1836.’’ The former 
was the date of the declaration of war against Mex- 
ico, and the latter that of the declaration of inde- 
pendence by Texas. 

The objection to the tenth article of the original 
treaty was, not that it protected legitimate utes 
which our laws would have equally protected 
without it, but that it most unjustly attempted to 
resuscitate grants which had become a mere nul- 
lity, by allowing the grantees the same period after 
the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty to 
which they had been originally enticed after the 
date of their grants, for the purpose of performing 
the conditions on which they had been made. In 
submitting the treaty to the Senate, I had recom- 
mended the rejection of this article. That portion 
of it in regard to lands in Texas did not receive a 


‘ 


‘ 


| single vote in the Senate, This information was 


communicated by the letter of the Secretary of 


| State to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mexico, 


and was in possession of the Mexican Govern- 
ment during the whole period the treaty was be- 


| fore the Mexican Congress, and the article itsélf 


was reprobated in that letter in the strongest terms. 
Besides, our commissioners to Mexico had been 


| instructed that *‘ neither the President nor the Sen- 


‘ate of the United States can ever consent to ratify 
‘any treaty containing the 10th article of the treaty 
‘ of Guadalupe Hidalgo in favor of grantees of Jand 
5 Taw . . . > 9° mime 66 @ 

in Texas or elsewhere. And again: ** Should 
‘the Mexican Government persist in retaining this 
‘article, then all prospect of immediate peace is 
‘ended; and of this you may give them an abso- 


| © Jute assurance.”’ 


On this point the language of the protocol is free 


| from ambiguity; but if it were otherwise, is there 





any individual, American or Mexican, who would 
place such a construction upon it as to convert it 
into a vain attempt to revive this article which had 
been so often and so solemnly condemned ? Surely 
no person could for one moment suppose that 
either the commissioners of the United States, or 
the Mexican Minister for Foreign Affairs, ever 
entertained the purpose of thus setting at naught 
the deliberate decision of the President and Senate, 


| which had been communicated to the Mexican 


Governmeyt with the assurance that their aban- 
donment of this obnoxious article was essential to 
the restoration of peace. 

But the meaning of the protocol is plain. It is 
simply that the nullification of this article was not 
intended to destroy valid legitimate titles to land 


| which existed and were in full force independently 


of the provisions and without the aid of this ar- 
ticle. Notwithstanding it has been expunged from 
ihe treaty, these grants were to ‘‘ preserve the 
legal value which they may possess.’ The refu- 
sal to revive grants which had become extinct was 
not to invalidate those which were in full force and 
vigor. That such was the clear understanding of 
the Senate of the United States, and this in perfect 
accordance with the protocol, is manifest from the 
fact, that whilst they struck from the treaty this 
unjust article, they at the same time sanctioned and 
ratified the last paragraph of the eighth article of 
the treaty, which declares that, ‘In the said ter- 
‘ ritories property of every kind, now belonging to 
‘ Mexicans not established there, shall be inviola- 
‘bly respected. The present owners, the heirs of 
‘these, and all Mexicans who may hereafter ac- 
‘quire said property by contract, shall enjoy with 
‘respect to it guarantees equally ample as if the 
‘same belonged to citizens of the United States.”’ 

Without any stipulation in the treaty to this 
effect, all such valid titles under the Mexican Gov- 
ernment would have been protected under the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. 

The third and last explanation contained in the 
protocol is, that ‘* the Government of the United 
‘ States, by suppressing the concluding paragraph 
‘of article twelfth of the treaty, did not intend to 
‘deprive the Mexican Republic of the free and 
‘unrestrained faculty of ceding, conveying, or 
‘ transferring, at any time, (as it may judge best,) 
‘the sum of twelve millions of dollars, which the 
‘same Government of the United States is to de- 
‘liver in the places designated by the amended 
‘ article.”’ 

The concluding paragraph, or rather sentence, 
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of the original twelfth article thus suppressed by 
the Senate, is in the following language: “ Certifi- 
* cates, In proper form, for the said instalments 
respectively, in such sums as shall be desired by 
the Mexican Government, and transferable by it, 
shall be delivered to the said Government by that 
of the United States.” 

From this bare statement of facts, the meaning of 
the protocol is obvious. Although the Senate had 
declined to create a Government stock for the 
twelve millions of dollars, and issue transferable 
ceruficates for the amount, in such sums as the 
Mexican Government might desire, yet they could 
not have intended thereby to deprive that Govern- 
ment of the faculty which every creditor possesses 
of transferring for his own benefit the obligation 
of his debtor, whatever this may be werth, accord- 
ing to his will and pleasure. 

It cannot be doubted that the twelfth article of 
the treaty, as it now stands, contains a positive 
obligation, ** in consideration of the extension ac- 
quired by the boundaries of the United States,” 
to pay to the Mexican Republic twelve millions 
of dollars, in four equal annual instalments of 
three millions each. ‘This obligation may be as- 
signed by the Mexican Government to any person 
whatever; but the assignee, in such case, would 
stand in no better condition than that Government. 
The amendment of the Senate, prohibiting the 
issue of a government transferable stock for the 
amount, produces this effect, and no more. 

The protocol contains nothing from which it 
can be inferred that the assignee could rightfully 


- 


© 


| demand the payment of the money in case the con- 


sideration should fail which is stated on the face of 
he obligation. 
With this view of the whole protocol, and con- 


' sidering that the explanations which it contained, 


were in accordance with the treaty, I did not deem 
it necessary to take any action upon the subject. 
Had it varied from the terms of the treaty as 
amended by the Senate, although it would even 
then have been a nullity in itself, yet duty might 
have required that I should make this fact known 
to the Mexican Government. This not being the 
case, I treated it in the same manner | would have 
done had these explanations been made verbally 
by the commissioners to the Mexican Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and communicated in a despatch 
to the State Department. 
JAMES K. POLK. 

Wasuineton, February 8, 1849. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he had 
no doubt the, whole House would desire an oppor- 
tunity to look into this message. He would there- 
fore move that it be laid on the table and printed. 
He would also move that ten thousand extra copies 
be printed. And on that motion he demanded the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to print 
extra copies could only be entertained by general 
consent. . 

Objections were made. 

Mr. STANTON inquired if the motion of the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson]} was de- 
batable? 

The SPEAKER said the motion to print the 
usual number would be debatable if the previous 
question had not been called. 

After a brief conversation, the question was 
taken on the first branch of the motion, and having 
been decided in the affirmative— 

The message was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question on the motion to 
print the usual number. 

‘There was a second. The main question was 
ordered, and having been taken, the usual number 
of the message were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 
sider the vote, and moved that that motion be laid 


| on the table. 


Mr. HENLEY inquired if the motion to print 
10,000 extra copiés was entertained? 
The SPEAKER said, that by the rule that mo- 


_ tion must lie over one day. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jounsowx, and having been decided in the 
affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. e 

Mr: HENLEY moved a resolution that the mo- 
tion to print 10,000 extra copies be referred to the 


‘| Committee on Printing. 
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The SPEAKER said that the motion might be | 
referred by general consent, otherwise 1 must, | 


under the rule, lie over one day. 
Objection was made. 


Mr. HENLEY inquired if the motion was not | 


debatable. . 

The SPEAKER repeated, that the rule of the 
House reouired that the motion to print should lie 
over one day. 


‘The SPEAKER then laid before the House the | 


following Lxecutive communications : 

1. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to the act of the 2d March, 1503, 
a report of the Adjutants General, with an abstract 
of the returns of the militia of all the States and 
Territorics, with their arms, accoutrements, and 
ammunition, taken from the returns that 
} : been received by that department; w hich let- 


latest 
hav 
ter and report were jaid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Ii. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to the eleventh section of the 
actof 26th August, 1842, a list of clerks, and other 
persons employed in that ce partinent during the 
year ending December 31, 1845, with a statement 
that their Services are necessary tn that department, 
and that they have been usefuily employed during 
the year aforesaid; which letter and statement were 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

lil. A Jetter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of June, 1848, 
a report of punishments in the naval service for 
the years 1846 and 1847; which letter and report 
were Jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A letter the Clerk of the House of 
Representative , transmitting a statement of the 


from 


clerks and other persons employed tn his oflice 
during the year 1048; which letter and statement 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Bills from the Senate of the following titles, viz: 

An act to errant to the State of Illinois a right of 
way through the public lands of the United States, 
and for other purposes; 

An act to define the | eriod of disability imposed 
upon certain bidders for mail contracts; 

An act for the benefit of Wilham R. Campbell, 
George Myers, and John Kincart; 


An act to establish an additional district court 
of the United States in the State of Texas; were 


severally read a first and second time, and appro- 
priately referred. 
CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING. 
The olution fram the Se hate, entitled 
© A resolution for extending the time for rece ving 
proposals for the printing of Congres 
a first and second time. 

Mr. HENLEY stated that a Contract for the 


yout re 


»’ was read 


: 


public printing had been made, but at prices noto- 


riously so low, that no bond would be given. 


The SPEAKER said he would state—as under | 


the parliamentary law he 
one of the « 


was authorized, bemg 
ficers concerned—that no contract had 


been entered into. ‘he proposals had been opened, 


but no decision had yet been made in regard to | 


them. 
a . 
Nir. HALL, ot 


? ‘ 


‘ a Ma. 
S+4iSSOurl, MOovVeG Lua 


the said 


resolution be laid upon the table; and the question 


being put, it was decided in the alfirmative—ycas | 


90, nays S6—as follows: 


YEAS —Nlessrs. Baviy, Beale, Bingham, 8B 
Boyd, Bridges, Abert G. Brown, burt, Catheart, Chase, 
Clapp, Boveriy t,. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Couger, Daniel, Dariing, Dickey, Embree, Faran, 


Ficklin, Pres, Giddings, Goggin, Gout, Green, Gréeley, W. 


cock, Bowlin, 


P. Hail, Harmanson, Hill, Geo. 8. Houston, Inge, Andrew j 


Jobnson, J. H. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kautmau, Kennon, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Ligon, Lin- 
eoia, Lynde, MeCiernaud, Meiivaine, MeKay, McLane, 
Jov Mann, Horace Mann, Miller, Morris, Mullin, Murphy, 


Nicoll, Outlaw, Palfrey, Peasiee, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, | 


Phelps, Pilsbury, Reynolds, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rob 


inson, Reckhiil, Roman, Root, Sawyer, Shepperd, Sherriil, | 
Siivester, Smart, Starkweather, Charies E. Stuart, Strohm, | 


James Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Turner, 


Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Wiliiams,and | 


Woodward—S0, 


NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Bel- | 


cher, Biackmar, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Brodhead, W. G. 

Brown, Cabell, Chapman, Cocke, Coilamer, Cranston, Cris- 

field, Crowell, Crozier, Cummains, Dixon, Garnett Duncan, | 
Edwards, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Feath- | 
ersion, Fisher, Flournoy, Freediey, French, Fulton, Gaines, | 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hamp- | 
ton. Moses Hampton, darris, Henley, Henry, Hilliard, fsanc 
E. Hohnes, Joli W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Joseph RK. Ingersoll, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thos Buver 
King, Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Leffler, Levin, 
Mu lay, Murst irvin, Morehead, Nelson, Pendleton, 

Polivek, Preston, Putwam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- | 


well, Rumsey, St. John, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Tru- 


man Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Stroug, 
‘Taylor, Thibodeaux, Tompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Warren, and White—e4. 


Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the President’s message, received to-day, 
was laid on the table. 

His object in making this motion, he said, was 
not to discuss the subject at this time. But he 
presumed gentlemen who had thrown down the 
gauntlet so broadly the other day were not disposed 
to escape from the discussion. 
reconsider were not made to-day or to-morrow, the 
time would pass away when the reconsideration 
could be moved. He made the motion to recon- 


If the motion to | 


sider with the expectation that it would pass over. | 


The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that the 
motion was not debatable. 

Mr. STANTON. I am aware of that. 
will be after it is reconsidered. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I wish to inquire if it was not 
on the mouon of a gentleman on that side of the 
House, that it was laid on the table, and discus- 
sion cut off? 

Mr. STANTON. Very true; but not with that 
object, as 1 understand from the gentleman who 
made the motion. It was with the expectation 
that it might be brought up by general consent. 

Some conversation arose as to the state of the 
question; in the course of which— 

Mr. STEPHENS said, that those who had 
thrown down the gauntlet were not disposed to 
the discussion. They were ready and 
anxious to meet it. 

‘’he motion to reconsider lay over on the Speax- 
ER’s table. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution from the Senate 
relative to the public printing was laid on the table, 
and moved to Jay that motion on the table. 

A motion to adjourn was made and rejected. 

‘The question then recurred on the motion to lay 
on the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the said jomt resolution had been laid on 
the table; and, having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; which motion was re- 


But it 


cescape 


jecte 1. 
: ~ . “ne > 3 
On motion of Mr. BOCOCK, 
Resolved, That leave be given to withdraw the papers of 


Sarah ‘Teas and Sally Demasters, heretofore presented to 
this Hiouse, and referred with their respective memorials. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, (under the rule,) 
cave notice of a motion for leave to introduce bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill making a donation of public lands to the 
several States and Territories, to be by them ap- 
propriated to the encouragement and improvement 
of such States end Territories; 

A bill granting a portion of the public lands to 
the States and Territories, for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement, 

On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, 

‘The House adjourned. 

. PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred; 





By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of B. B. Mussey and 67 > 


Others, citizens of Massachusetis, praying tor the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the siave trade in the District of 
Columbia. 

by Mr. HARALSON: The petition of Join P. Warwick, 
praying for relief as contractor on the mail route frou: West 
Point, Georgia, to Wetumpkee, Alabama. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition of 
Austin Pashawl and 52 others, of the city of New York, for 
revision and modification of the patent laws. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition of citizens of Chi- 
eago in favor of prohibiting the sale of public lands, and of 
lasing them out into lots for public use. 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: A petition of citizens of 
Tonia county, Michigan, praying that a mail route be estab- 
lished, commencing at Lyons in said county, and running 
thence to North Plains post office, thenee through the town 
of Ronald westerly, to Wheatiand, in the townsilip of Or- 
leans, in the same county. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petitions of James Fulton and 
165 others, and Robert Faiilamb and 20 others, inhabitants 
of Chester county, Pennsylvania, praying for the prohibition 


ot slavery inthe territory acquired from Mexico, for the abo- | 


lition of siavery in the District of Columbia, and all other 
places over which Congress has exclusive jurisdiction ; and 


that no State shall hereafter be admitted into the Union un- | 


less slavery be excluded therefrom. 
By Mr. HENRY: The petition of F. W. Hopkins, and 


one bundred and fifteen other citizens of Rutland, Vermont, | 


asking a reduction in the rate of letter and newspaper post- | 


age, und tie abolition of the franking privilege. 


tribes; which was referred to the Committee 
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IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 9, 1849, 


Mr. JONES presented the credentials of hone 
tus C. Dovce, elected a Senator of the U., * 
States from the State of lowa, for the term o en 
years from the 4th of March next; which wer 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented the credentials of D 
vip R. Arcuison, elected a Senator of the Cnitea 
States from the State of Missouri, for the tere - 
six years from the 4th of March next; which we, 
read and laid on the table. - 

RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES, 

Mr. STURGEON presented a resolution of 4) 
Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania jy favor 
of the establishment of the Indians in a permanent 
home, and holding out proper inducements to therm 
to go thither; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. a 

Mr. BADGER presented resolutions of the Le. 
gislature of the State of North Carolina in faye 
of procuring a permanent home for the Ind 


Feb. 9, 


f SIX 
€ read 


It 


vor 
ian 


on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
citizens of ‘Troy, New York, on the subject of g 
railroad trom the Mississippi to the Pacific, and jp 
favor of Dr. Hartwell Carter’s project; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the valley of the Mississippi, asking for 
the establishment of a safe commercial commupni- 
cation between the valley of the Mississippi and 
California, to be guarded by troops; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Derby, Connecticut, praying for a revision 
of the patent laws, and greater security to invent- 
ors; which was referred to the Committee on Pat- 
ents. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for achange in the tariff laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition from 0, 
B. Hill, late receiver of public moneys at New 
Orleans, asking to be allowed for office rent; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHIT, the petition of the 
heirs of Robert Libby was ordered to be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the 


; Committee on Pensions. 


FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have received, 
and been requested to present to the Senate, the 
proceedings of a public meeting of citizens of Syra- 
cuse, in the State of New York; also, the proceed- 
ings of a public meeting of the citizens of Troy, 
New York; also, proceedings and resolutions of 
the Mayor and Common Council of the city of Buf- 
falo, in the State of New York; also, resolutions 
and proceedings of the Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of the city of Rochester, in the State of New 


| York; and, in addition thereto, a large number of 


petitions, numerously signed, from Butfalo, Roch- 
ester, Syracuse, and a great many other places 
in the State of New York, all praying that Con- 


| gress would abolish the spirit rations and flogging 


in the navy of the United States. 


I ask that they 
may be receiyed and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

And, in presenting these petitions, I take occa- 
sion to say a word or two on the character of them, 
and in respect to the history of this matter. It will 
be recollected by the Senate—and I wish the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affars to give 
me his attention for a moment—that, as long ago 
as five years, and how much longer than that I 
do not know, for that was the first time I had 
the honor of a seat in the other House, a pro- 
vision of this character was introduced there, and 
they determined that this system of flogging ought 
to be abolished; but, unfortunately, when it came 
to this body, they non-concurred in that, to my 
mind, very wise, salutary, and humane measure 
of legislation of the House. The American Sen- 
ate interposed to preserve the cat-o’-nine tails 1 
the navy, and that has, therefore, been continued 
up to the present time. The bill from the House 


| which has now been referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs contains that same provision, abol- 
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ching this barbarous custom, which we were not 
ule to effect at the last session. But, sir, though 
a : lid not then succeed in abolishing this baw 
cosa custom, on my motion we obtained from 
the Secretary of the Navy a report which shows 
ases in which this arbitrary custom had been 
practised, and in how many instances, during a 
riod of three months; and I have taken an ab- 
stract of it, which presents these curious facts, that, 
from the first of April to the thirtieth of June, 1847, 
they could get along with fifty-seven lashes on 
hoard the United States ship Cyane—for that is 
the statement of this report—while others could 
pot get along with less than nine hundred and three 
ashes for the same time; so that this system is not 
very equally administered—some receiving only 
ove-eighteenth part of as many lashes as are re- 
quired inthe same time in other vessels. The 
administration of this system, it will be seen, 
yaries from fifty-sven lashes up to nine hundred 
and three. : , 

Now, Mr. President, there is a very intelligent 
sailor in this city, who, if he could have a hear- 
ing before a committee, either here or of the House 
of Representatives, is prepared to show that the 
statement, as set forth in this report, does not come 
up to one-third of the actual floggings given; that 
not only nine hundred and three, but that cases can 
be found where the floggings have come up to 
twenty-three hugdred within the period of three 
months. ‘To this I desire to call the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. President, [ have not recently attended the 
United States court in this District, where a case 
has been tried 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I would suggest 
whether the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire are in order, Is it in order to 
discuss this matter on the presentation of a peu- 
tion? I think not, sir. 

Mr. HALE. 1 believe I am not trespassing on 
the usual courtesy nor on the time of the Senate. 
J have occupied but little of the ume of the Senate 
during the session thus far. 

Mr. YULEE., If the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire proposes to discuss this matter at any con- 
siderable length, a reply may be necessary, and I 
think that it would be better that the time of the 
Senate should not be occupied with the discussion 
of this subject at the present time. 1 must, there- 
fore, make ita question of order if the Senator per- 
sists in his remarks. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, it is quite in 
order on the preséntation of a petition to speak of 
its merits. It is not an original motion, and noth- 
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' 


the simple question is on the reference, unless the 
: ; 

Senator from Alabama has made some new rule 
of which we know nothing. 


Mr. YULEE. 


Mr. President, I will state that 


ordinarily I would not have interrupted a Senator 


on this floor in the course he might think proper 
to pursue in presenting a petition; but as | knew 
that the Senator from New Hampshire did at the 
last session, in an elaborate speech, present this 
subject to the Senate, and inferring, from the course 
of his remarks, that he was about to proceed at 
considerable length to a further discussion of this 
matter, and inasmuch as a number of petitions have 
been presented, and there is a probability that in 
the discussion of appropriation bills, hereafter to 
come before the Senate, heewill have an opportu- 
nity to speak on this subject, and to deliver the 
opmions which he entertains, I think it will be an 
unnecessary expenditure of the time of the Senate 
to continue the discussion now. If, however, the 
remarks of the Senatgr are not to be extended, it 
may be better that he should proceed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated that he was 
not aware of any positive rule which prohibited 
the remarks; and as it had been the practice since 
he had been the Presiding Officer to permit such 


' prefatory remarks, the opinion of the Chair was 


ing is more orderly than the course of the honor- | 


avle Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mr. KING. Mr. President, I differ from the 
honorable Senator as to its being in order to pro- 


ceed with such remarks on the presentation of a | 


petition. The rule is express and positive that he 
can only state the substance of the petition which 
he presents. 

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) It is not so. 

Mr. KING. Such is the rule, and I hope we 
shall adhere to it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, it is not so. 
The rule is that he shall state the substance. But 
does not the Senator know that debates by the 


petitions? And he will also remember when the 
rule was adopted in relation to petitions, which 
requires Senators to state their substance, and 
there has been no rule since.. What is required 
is, that a Senator shall state the substance of a pe- 
tition that he presents, and that it shall be couched 
in respectful language; but there is no rule that 
po him from speaking upon the subject em- 
raced in the petition. None at all, sir. 


|| almost to death. 
dicial records of the court in this District. 


that the Senator from New Hampshire was not 
out of order, and might proceed. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Presidentyif I had been al- 
lowed to proceed I should nothave taken half the 
time that the Senator from Florida [Mr. Yutee] 
has consumed in commenting on my course; but 
T must give the Senttor credit for great sagacity in 
knowing precisely what I was going to say before 
[had spoken. Sir, | was not going to elaborate 
my speech of the last session, nor should I have 
trespassed greatly on the time of the Senate if I 
had; for that was a short speech, and nobody heard 
it, the Senate then being very thin. 
But, sir, | was going to call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs to 
some facts, from a report sent in to us at the last 
session, and to say that | had not attended the trial 
of a case in the United States Court of this Dis- 
trict, in which it appeared how a recent regulation 
has been construed respecting the infliction of 
lashes. 

Mr. President, under a law of Congress sailors 
enlisting for a given time, if it expires before they 
return to the United States, may be detained fora 
longer time, when, in the judgment of the officer, 
the emergency requires their} services, on account 
of distance from home, or for other reasons. Well, 
a man’s time may expire on a foreign coast, and 
the officer commands this man to perform the or- 
dinary duties of the ship. ‘The man says, ‘* No, 
by law I am not required to do duty;”” whereupon 
he ties him and gives him twelve lashes. ‘*Well, 
will you now do duty?’ No. Well, then, take 
twelve more; and now will you do it? No. Then 


| take twelve more. And in this way, for no offence, 


this process is repeated, until the man is flogged 
That matter appears on the ju- 
Such 
is the construction of the law by the officers. And 


| by this report it is shown, and such is the ground 
| taken by these petitioners, thatdrunkenness creates 
| the necessity for the cat-o’-nine thils; and that when 
hour have sprung up here on the presentation of || 


you doaway with that, you will do away with the 
necessity of flogging. find that on board the 


|, United States ship Marion, from the Ist of Decem- 


Mr. KING. So far from that, Mr. President, | 


no Senator has aright to make any speech ona 


paper that he presents until it is received; and the | 


Question to be put is, Shall the paper be received? 
fo save time, it is often that silence gives consent; 


but when it is in the knowledge of the Presiding | 
Uilicer that there will be objection, he is bound to | 


put the question on the reception of the paper. ; On 
the presentation of a petition the rule is positive 
that he shall state the substance of it; and, until it 


is received, no discussion is in order according to | 


parliamentary law. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I will onl 
Say further that these petitions have been presented. 
No question about their reception was raised, and 


ber, 1847, to the 8th of January, 1848, only thirty- 
eight days, four hundred and thirty-nine lashes 
were given with the cat; and of the number thus 
punished by twelve lashes each, twenty-three sail- 
ors were flogged for drunkenness and desertion, 
and so on through a long list of ditto, ditto, ditto. 
Thus you degrade and brutalize the sailor by law, 


and then by law flog him for being just what you , 


have made him, But that is not all. I have looked 
over the list of crimes for which men are thus sub- 


jected to discipline, and one I find to be bad cook- | 


ing. The captain’s stomach is not in order, and 
therefore, because the cook could not suit the cap- 
tain’s palate, he receives twelve lashes. Another 
case, on board the United States ship German- 
town, is recorded, where a poor sailor received 


_ seven lashes, and another five, for not being prop- 


| 


erly dressed at quarters. He had not the proper 
naval tie to his cravat, I suppose, and thereupon 
up he goes, and takes seven lashes. 

Mr. President, it is said that the character of the 
American sailor is proverbially generous, and I 
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do ask that the Senate of the United States will 
no longer interpose thus to prolong this relic of 
feudalism and barbarity. These men are our breth- 
ren; they are not the descendants of the curly- 
headed African, on whose behalf it is so unpop- 
ular and offensive to speak a word of sympathy. 
No, sir; these are the fair-haired rosy-cheeked 
sons of New England and the West, (Mr. Wesr- 
corr: Anglo-Saxons,] who are subjected to deg- 
radation and cruelty, compared with which the 
servitude of the South is freedom, and Alverine 
cruelty is Christan kindness, | repeat, sir, | do 
ask that the Senate of the United States shal! not 
interpose, and stand up between humanity and the 
tlouse, and set itself as a bulwark for the defence 
of this punishment. Sir, | have done. 

Mr. YULEE. I rise simply to propose to the 
Senator from New Hampshire a subject for the 
exercise of his own ingenuity in relation to the 
matter which he has brought before the Senate, 
and I hope he wall, at the proper ume, take it into 
his consideration, and give to the Senate and the 
country the benefit of his cogitations thereon. I 
will ask him to discover, if he can, a substitute for 
flogging on board the ships of the United States. 
If the Senator will do the country the kindness to 


/ turn his attention to the sabject, | have no doubt 


that they wall be much gratified with the result. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. Sir, | would make a sug- 
gesuon to my colleague, which I think will meet 
the views of the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Hane.) It is, that Congress 
shall forthwith, by special act, regulate the cook- 
ing of beefsteaks, and the mode of tying cravats in 
the navy, (faults in respect to which it seems that 
poor sailors and cooks are whipped,) to prevent 
any further outrages on that score. 

The petitions were then referred to the Com- 


j mittee on Naval Affairs. 
{Laughter.] || 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Committee 
on Indian Affairs were discharged from the further 
consideration of a bill to authorize the payment to 
the State of Georgia of the unexpended balance 
of the sum of $175,000, which was appropriated 
to settle the claims of said State for the services of 
her militia, by the act of August 11, 1842, entitled 
** An act to provide for the settlement of the claims 
of the State of Georgia for the services of her 
militia;’’ and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the laying off 
a town at Trader’s Point, on the Missouri river, 
without amendment. 

Also, a bill to granta certain quantity of land to 
the State of Lowa, for the purpose of aiding said 
State in. constructing a railroad from Dubuque to 
Keokuk, with amendments; which were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of the heirs of Benjamin Harrison; and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the bill for the relief 
of Charles A. Barnitz, husband of Margaret Bar- 
nitz, only surviving heir of Lieutenant Colonel 
David Greer; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to provide 
for the payment for horses and other property lost 
or destroyed in the military service of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND asked for the immediate con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. WESTCOTT objected. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the same 
committee, reported, without amendment, a bill to 
make further provision for the widows and or- 
phans of officers, non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, whether of the regular army 
or volunteers, who have died or may die of dis- 
eases contracted while in the service of the United 
States, and in the line of their duty in the prosecu- 


| tion of the war with Mexico. 


Mr. DAVIS. I will say, in relation to this bill, 
that it provides for the widows and orphans of 
such officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates, as have diedgince their return from Mexico 
of disease contracted there, and from which they 
have never recovered. The existing law merely 
provides for those who died on their way home. 
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The purpose of this is to extend the provisions of 
the existing law so as to cover the case of those 
who died after their return of disease contracted 
in Mexico. Itisa simple proposition, and I be- 
lieve it will lead to no debate. If it be the pleas- 
ure of the Senate, I ask that it may be considered 
now, 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Lewis 
Morris and others; which was read, and ordered 
to a second rending. , 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on 
Patents, to whom was referred the memorial of 
John EB. Emmerson, praying compensation for the 
use of his patent right for improvements in the 
steam engine by the Government, reported a reso- 
Jution postponing the subject ull next sesston, and 
referring it, in the mean time, to the Navy Depart- 
ment; which, with the documents, was ordered to 
be printed, 

‘I'he resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Augustus 
Ford, without amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John J. 
Simpson; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, pursuant to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Mary D. Dix; which was read a first and 
time, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


I object. 


second 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DIX. ir, to ask the Senate to take 
up for consideration a bill that is of general inter- 
est, and which, I trust, will occupy but a very 
short time, although it is a bill of a good deal of 
importance. It is the bill that was introduced by 
an sclect committee at the last session of Congress, 
making a grant of public land to the several Syates 
of this Union for certain purposes. ‘The object 
of this grant 1s to provide for the support and 
maintenance of insane hospitals. I am not aware, 
sir—for the bill has not been up at all—that there 
will he any debate upon it; and I suppose it may 
be digposed of in a very few minutes. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the honorable Sena- 
tor will allow me to call up a resolution in order 
that it may be passed; | believe it will not occasion 
any debate, 

Mr. DIX. Certainly. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts will allow me to present cer- 
tain resolutions of the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina. 

The question being on the motion of the Senator 
from New York to take up the bill referred to by 
him-— 

Mr. NILES. There is a bill which has been the 
special order for some time, and which has been 
up for consideration on several different days, and 
is sull undisposed of—I mean the bill relating to 
the railway across the Isthmus of Panama. That 
bill, T be lieve, has precedence over all others. If 
the Senator from Missouri will move to take up 
that bill, | shall have no objection; but I do object 
to any other bill being taken up—that as, if it will 
occupy any considerable time—unutl that bill has 
been disposed of. We cannot get along in this 
way. I think we had better dispose of one subject 
before we commence with another. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 am willing to abide by the 
rules of the Senate as far as the disposition of busi- 
ness is toneerned; but, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, bean no longer consent to 
yield my right to have the bills that have been 
reported by that committee acted upon by the Sen- 
ate. There are some ten or twelve bills, and some 
of them of great importance, that have been report- 
ed by the Judiciary Commitee, and are ready to 
be acted upon by the Senate. I gave notice the 
other day that I desired to set Npart Monday last 
for the consideration of one of them—a very im- 
portant bill, indeed—but it was not taken up. | do 
not propose to debate it, or to make any remarks 
on the supject. 
to the rules of the Senate; but, further than that, | 
cannot vo in giving precedence to other measures. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I feeLit my duty to say 
that | have yielded on several Occasions to the sug- 
gestions of Senators that bills before the Senate 


I rise, : 


should be finished before taking up any new busi- | 


I say again, | am willing to yield | 
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ness. 
with reference to the bill for the railroad between 
Chagres and Panama, and the Post Office bill. I 
think it my duty now to say, sir, that I shall re- 
quest the Senate on Monday next, to take up the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and the 
other appropriation bills; and I think they will not 
occupy the Senate very long, but that in a day or 
two they may all be disposed of. And it is im- 


portant that the Senate should act at an early day | 
upon the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, || 


because one of its sections provides for the pay- 
ment of the money that will be due to Mexico 
within the current year; and I shall therefore move, 
on Monday next, that the Senate take up that bill. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. I would be glad if the 
Senator from New York will withdraw his motion, 
in order that | may move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. DIX. Lam not quite sure, sir, as the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut suggests, that the bill which 
I have moved to take up will excite debate. Iam 
not sure that there is any objection to it. As I said 
before, it is a bill of a great deal of importance, and 
one in which every State of this Union has an in- 
| should hope, then, that the Senate would 
take up the bill, let it be considered, and if there 
should be debate, it can go over to another day. 

Lam very unwilling to interfere with the wishes 
of my honorable friend, the Senator from Indiana. 
He was a member of the select committee to which 
L have referred; and Iam also aware that his mo- 
tion for a special order last week was defeated by 
anadjournment over the day fer which it was fixed. 
I will give way to him if the Senate will agree to 
take up this bill, and make it the special order to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HALE. ‘Take it up now. 

Mr. DIX. I will move to take it up now. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I supposed that it would be 
the first business in order to take up the resolu- 
tions that have been laid upon the table; and if it 
should be found that any one of them was likely 
to excite any considerable debate, it would be quite 
proper to move its postponement. I do not think 
that there is so good a way to get through the 
business of the Senate as to follow the established 
rules of practice; and | hope that, reports having 
been now made, the resolutions which are upon 
the table, and which are not of a nature to excite 
debate, may be taken up. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from New York to withdraw his motion until 
the resolutions which are upon the table shall have 
been disposed of. 

Mr. DIX. I will do so with great pleasure. I 
gave way be'ore for that purpose, but the moment 
| gave way a great many other subjects were pro- 
posed. 


terest. 


OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
BENTON, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the 49th rule, which provides for choosing 


the Seeretary of the Senate, Sergeant-at-arms, and Door- | 


keeper, on the second Monday ot the first session of every 
Congress, be repealed. 

Mr. BREESE. Mr. President, before the ques- 
tion is taken on the adoption of the resolution, | 
would like to have some explanation of it. 

Mr. BENTON. Experience has satisfied me 
and many other Senators that it would be advan- 
tageous to us to have no periodical elections for 
our higher officers. The workings of the system 
have satisfactorily proved this to my own mind 
and the minds of other Senators. ‘These officers 
are always in our hands, and we can at any time 
discharge them for the non-performance or un- 
faithful discharge of their duties. They are always 
in our hands, sir, and we can discharge them at 
once for any delinquency of duty; therefore there 
is no need of these changes at every session. 
And being called upon for reasons for the intro- 
duction of this resolution, I will go further and 
say, that I have come to the stern determination to 
discountenance everybody who comes in to apply 
for any of these offices, and seeks to undermine 
the incumbents; and that I believe it is nowa 
matter of fact, that there are persons who have 
such an immensity of leisure upon their hands as 
to be actually working at this time—a year in ad- 
vance—for these offices. Now, it is not right that 
officers engaged in the performance of their duties 
should be harassed by knowing that persons are 
attempting to undermine them, and trying to get 


These suggestions were made especially | 


_ have violent inclinations for office, there are 


en Feb, 9, 


away their places during their whole term of of 

While this rule continues in force, all th. ae e 
of the Senate who are affected by it, from , 
highest to the lowest, are contif ; 
these annoyances; for, sir, amo 
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who will begin at the top, at the hiehe 
and come all the way down until they get to t 
last one, like a wounded squirrel falling from the 
top of a tree, catching and Struggling at oe 
limb, till at length his last support fails hin on 
he rolls upon the ground. Thus we have grey, .. 
for a long time, and Senators have been o... 
whelmed by the importunities of these office-cou 
ers, who will take no denial, but return again 4 
again with their application, Under the old : . 
Senators were not troubled with these application. 
but from the moment we adopted the rule now i, 
force we found that there was a concentration of 
all the rejected applicants—and, God knows, ti... 
name was Legion—upon the Senate for places 
Now, sir, I hope the Senate of the United Su... 
will be kept free from applications for office. aj, 
trom these periodical changes in its officers. Lh va 
been against it from the beginning, and I broweht 
the resolution from seeing the evils of the system. 
and with the hope that the Senate, by abolishinc 
the rule, will free its members frd% ihe impor, 
nities of these applicants, and its officers from ti 
anxieties occasioned by the consciousness {hq 
there are legions of office-seekers endeavoring tp 
undermine them; and that we will retain in oy; 
own hands, as we have the full right to do, the 
power of discharging an incompetent officer on any 
occasion, 

‘The question was then taken on the passage of 
the resolution, and it was agreed to. . 


PRINTING OF PENSION LAWS. 


The following resolution, reported onthe 7th 
instant by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the 


c, 


Over. 


_ Committee on Pensions, was taken up for consid. 


eration: 
Resolved, That such of the acts of Congress relative to 


| pensions and the Executive regulations touching the subject 


as have been deemcd necessary by the Committee on Pev- 
sions to be published, as well as the laws relating to bounty 
Jand, containing about ninety-four pages, be printed under 
the direction of the Commissioner of Pensions, and thattive 
thousand additional copies be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and one thousand for the use of the Comuissioner 
of Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words “ under the direction of 
the Commissioner of Pensions.”’ 

Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, I can see no 
good reason why that amendment should prevail, 
It seems to me that the Commissioner of Peisions 
is the very man to superintend the printing of these 
laws. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it will be re- 
membered by the Senate, that when this resolution 
was under consideration the other day, one of the 
objections made to its passage was, that the Cou- 
missioner of Pensions was not an officer of tis 
body. The committee were of the opinion that the 
Commissioner would be the proper officer to supet- 
intend the publication, if he would consent to uo- 
dertake the work, inasmuch as he is better ac- 
quainted with the subject than any one else, and 
consequently better able to judge of the wants of 
all parties interested in the publication of these 
laws; but, as objection was made the other day by 
a Senator to the work being placed under the super- 
intendence of the Commissioner of Pensions, I 
have thought it best to offer the amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. M*¢. President, I objected 
the other day to this resolution, because I did not 
think the Commissioner of Pensions was the ap- 
propriate officer to take the supervision of this 


’ publication—not that I was opposed to the publica- 


tion itself, for I then stated that I was in favor of 
it, and gave my reasons for desiring that the book 
should be printed; namely, that, by its publica- 
tion, together with a full statement of the pensions 
granted and annually paid out of the people's 
money, the people might have their eyes opened 
to the enormous abuses that have grown up under 
the protection of this system. Asa member of the 
Committeé of Claims, I have seen repeated appli- 
cations made to Congress for remuneration for 
services alleged to have been performed for the 
country years after the services had been rendered, 
and I have seen these claims allowed upon no bet- 
ter authority than the practice of Congress in sim 


|, ilar cases. 
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F . ai of an executive officer. This belongs 
pe the contingent printing of the Senate, and does 
within the scope of an executive officer's 
duties, and cannot, therefore, rightfully be imposed 
ypon such an officer. Almost every session we 
have applications | made here for ae for 
oxtra services performed by’some of the officers of 
the Government; and.if we commence this practice 
of placing the contingent printing of the Senate 
under the direction of executive officers, or if we 
impose any other labor upon them not appertaining 
‘o the duties of their offices, we shall have applica- 
tions here by-and-by for payment for extra services. 
| do not suppose that these remarks will apply to 
Mr. Edwards at all, but I am opposed to the prin- 
ciple, and hope, therefore, that the amendment will 


not come 


yrevall. 
Mi, BADGER. Mr. President, I would like to 
understand the effect of the amendment. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The effect of the 
amendment will be simply to strike out the words 
«under the direction of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions.” "4 
Mr. BADGER. I am in favor of that. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, | move to amend 
the resolution by inserting the word *“‘three’’ in the 
place of * five,” so that it will read ** three thou- 
sand copies.” . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Mr. President, 
I would remark that [ hope that amendment will 
not prevail. There has been no document printed 
by Congress that is in so great a demand as this. 

“Mr. ATHERTON. I will merely remark, for 
the information of the chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions, though I do not know that my state- 
ment will make any difference of opinion in the 
minds of Senators in relation to this resolution, 
that the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
which came from the House contains the following 
cause: 

“Forthe purpose of printing, under the direction of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, an additional number of House 
document number ninety-five of the first session of the 
twenty-ninth Congress, and all laws relating to pensions, 
which have been passed since the twenty-seventh day of 
January, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and are still in 
force, together with the constructions placed upon such laws 
by the War Department or Attorney General, and the forms 
necessary to be followed by applicants for pensions under 
tie several laws, and the bounty land laws, together with 
the necessary forms for application therefor, for the use of 
the Pension Office, the sum of eight hundred dolars,’? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, that does not 
refer to the same document. It has no reference 
to the document now under consideration. It refers 
tothe House document, number ninety-five, whicli 
was printed by the House two years ago; and | 
although a large number of copies of that docu- | 
ment was then printed, but one copy only was 
given to each Senator. Now, the object of this 
resolution is to printa reasonable number of copies 
of the document under consideration to be distrib- 
uted among the several States by Senators. The 
clause read by the honorable Senator from New 


| like as many as I need. 


Hampshire does not meet the requirements of this | 


case at all. 
Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, this isa pro- 
vision of law contained in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. I would merely remark that I | 
prefer that such things should be done by a pro- | 
vision of law instead of paying for them out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate. Ifthe Senate desire | 
to have an additional number of this document 
printed, an amendment can be made in an addi- 
tional clause to the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, making an appropriation for that | 
purpose. 
Mr. JOHNSON. This resolution was reported 
by the Committee on Pensions after a full and care- 
ful examination of all the laws relating to pen- 
sions, and after consulting the Commissioner of 
Pensions. It was believed by the Commissioner | 
of Pensions that all the old laws relating to this 
subject, constituting about one-half of the whole 
number, might be dispensed with, because, though | 


in force, there are very few cases arising under 
them. 


tions placed upon these laws by the Attorney 
General, which constitute a very considerable por- | 
tion of the book, although useful to committees 
and members of Congress, would be utterly use- | 
less to the people at large, and, therefore, that they | 
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et to putting anything of this kind under 


might be dispensed with. By striking out these 
old laws and the constructions of the Attorney 
General, the size of the book is reduced more than 
one-half, brought down to about ninety-four pages, 
and contains only what is of value to the people at 
large—laws in relation to bounty lands, and some 
additional regulations relating to them. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, | had the honor 
of offering, the other day, the resolution propo- 
sing to print five thousand copies of the pension 
laws now in force. At the time [ offered it, | knew 
nothing about the provision contained in the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, covering that 
proposition. I then said that my object in offering 
the resolution was, that, as every individual en- 
gaged in the service of the United States in the 
late war with Mexico is more or less interested in 
having information in regard to the law relating to 
his pay, it was right that something should be 
done by Congress which would enable him to ob- 
tain that information in the most convenient and 
accurate form. Many of these individuals, either 
personally or by attorney, are continually writing 
to Senators for information concerning the laws 
and forms it is necessary to observe in procuring 
pensions, extra pay, and any other rights arising 
under the law. I have received repeated applica- 
tions for such information, and,on making inquiry 
at the Pension Office, | have learned that the num- 
ber of copies containing the laws upon that sub- 
ject now in force was nearly exhausted, and it 
seemed to me quite essential that more should be 
printed. 

The book of pension laws originally printed 
embraced the laws relating to pensions granted for 
services in the revolutionary war and the war of 
1812, which alone made some ninety-odd pages. 
The object of my resolution was to print the pen- 
sion Jaws now in force. The Senate determined, 
after some debate, to refer the entire subject to the 
Committee on Pensions. That committee reported 
back this resolution. ‘They say that so much of 
the law as relates to pensions arising from revo- 
lutionary services, and for services in the war of 
1812, is unnecessary, and recommend that all the 
laws and forms applicable to the late war with 
Mexico should be printed and placed in the pos- 
session of Senators for distribution. ‘This resolu- 
tion provides for the printing of five thousand 
copies, which will give Senators only about eighty 
copies each, not more than they need, and nothing 
| hope the Senate will 
act upon the report of the committee, and order the 
printing of the late pension laws without reference 
to the old laws relating to that subject. If the 
House desire the printing of the old laws, we can 
pass the amendment which they have incorporated 
in the appropriation bill, whenever that bill comes 
up. That is a matter in which the Senate has 
nothing atall todo. The object of the House in 
putting that appropriation in the bill is to make it 
a law, and place these documents in the War De- 
partment, and we shall have no control over them 
at all. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Florida will not prevail. If 
there be any reason for printing this document at 
all, there is reason for printing a large number; 
and as [ believe there is reason for printing the doc- 
ument, and very strong reason, think that we 
ought rather to increase than diminish the number 
named in the original resolution. Why, sir, one 
of the very greatest difficulties experienced by that 
large clazs of people for whose benefit these laws 


| were framed, is their not knowing the manner in 


which they should proceed in order to obtain that 
to which by law they are entitled; and it is par- 


| ticularly the case with regard to those who are 


_ The Commissioner believed also, and the | 
committee concurred with him, that the construc- || 


entitled to reeeive bounty land warrants. It is, 
sir, the absence of information from these men, 
with regard to these land warrants, that has brought 
so many land warrants into the hands of specula- 
tors. Ltis because those who had the right were 
uninformed of the manner in which they should 
proceed to reach its enjoyment. I think, there- 
fore, that this resolution is one of prime necessity, 
and thinking that, I would rather vote for printing 
ten thousand instead of five thousand copies. 

Severat Senators. Move it, then. Makea 
motion to that effect. 

Mr. ALLEN. Well, then, Mr. President, I 
will move to amend the amendment offered by the 
honorable Senator from Florida by striking out 
the word * three’’ and inserting the word ‘* ten,” 
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so that the resolution will read “ ten thousand 
9 
COple Ss. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. ALven, the vote stood, on a divis- 
ion, for the amendment to the amendment, 20, 
against it 25. So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. BORLAND moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting “eight thousand”’’ instead of 
** three thousand.”’ 

The question being taken on this amendment, 
the vote stood, on a division, for the amendment 
21, against it 23. So Mr. Borianp’s amendment 
was rej cted. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Yuces, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I now move te 
amend the resolutions by inserting ** six thousand” 
instead of ** five thousand.’’ That will give only a 
hundred copies to each Senator. {am certain that 
two hundred will not supply my State. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Jones, the vote stood, on a division, for the 
amendment 21, against it 20. 
was agreed to. 


So the amendment 


The resolution as amended was then agreed to. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive busine SS; 
but gave way to 

Mr. DIX, upon whose motion the bill making 
agrant of land to the several States for certain 
purposes was taken up and made the special order 
for to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate took up 
the bill to promote the efficiency of the military and 
naval establishment; which was then postponed ull 
Tuesday, and made the special order for that day. 

Mr. BRADBURY moved that the Senate take 
up the bill to provide for the investigation of claims 
against the United States. 

And the motion being agreed to, the bill was 
taken up and its further consideration was post- 
poned until to-morrow, and made a special order 
fox that day. 

Mr. HALE moved that when the Senate ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

Mr. DOWNS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

‘The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Bright, 
Butier, Calhoun, Dayton, Hale, King, Mangum, Miller, 
Phelps, Sebastian, Turney, Upham, and Yutee—17 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Borland, 
Bradbury, Breese, Clarke, Corwin, Davis ot Massachusetts, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of lowa, Doug 
las, Downs, Feleh, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, 
Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, John 
son of Georgia, Jones, Mason, Metealie, Niles, Rusk, Spru- 
ance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Walker, Webster, and West 
cou—as7,. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and, afer some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 9, 1849. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved; 
on which was announced the tellers on the part 
of the House to count the votes of President and 
Vice President as follows: Mr. Huny and Mr. 
McCyevianp. 

Mr. HUNT, at his request, was excused from 
acting as a telleron the part of the House to make 
a list of votes for President and Vice President of 
United States, and thereupon— 

Mr. Barrow was appointed in his place. 

Mr. McLANE gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill to extend to all widows of the 
officers and soldiers of the Revolution the same 
rights and privileges as are now enjoyed by those 
married previous to the year 1300. 

Mr. NICOLL gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a joint resolution to allow drawback 
on all merchandise landed in California from the 
United States until the revenue laws are extended 
over that country. 

THE INDIAN TRIBES. 

Mr. STRONG asked leave to present certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GOGGIN said, before the resolutions were 
received, he wished to ask what was the order of 

i| business this morning? 
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The SPEAKER replied that it was private bill 
day. aa 

Mr. GOGGIN inquired of the Chair whether, 
although it was private bill day, they had not one 
hour for the reception of reports ¢ 

The SPEAKER replied that they had not, unless 
by special order, afier refusing to go into private 
business. : 

The resolutions presented by Mr. Strone were 
then read, as follows: e 
RESOLUTIONS relative to the providing of a permanent 

e home forthe Indian tribes, 

Whereas, syimputly for the various tribes of Indians now 
seatiered in the Weet and southwestern States has induced 
A public expression of feeling in several of our sister States : 

And whereas the citizens of Pennsylvania yield to none 
in ‘an honest and patriotic desire for the civilization and so- 
cint improvement of this unfortunate race ; 

And whereas the efforts of philatthropists for the amelior- 
ation of their condition have been rendered ineffectual on 
account of their scattered condition and wandering habits ; 
Theretore 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
general assembly met, That our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress be requested to aid in establishing for them a 
permanent home, by granting to them a portion of the North 
western ‘Territory, and holding out to them proper induce- 
ments 1o move thither, 

Reselve!, That the Governor be requested to cause a copy 
of the above preamble and resolutions to be forwarded to 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

WILLIAM F. PACKER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
GEORGE DARSIE, 
Speaker of the Sencte. 

Approved, January 31, 1849. 

WM. F. JOHNSTON 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, the resolutions 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID MYERLE. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved that the bill just re- 
ceived from the Senate, for the relief of David 
Mverle, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, objected. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair understood that 
this was a private bill which had passed the 
House, been sent to the Senate, and returned with 
amendment. It was clearly in order to proceed to 
private business on the Speaker’s table, and bills 
returned from the Senate with amendments were 
first in order. 

Mr. GOGGIN inquired if it was in order to 
move to Jay the bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. GOGGIN. I make that motion. 

Mr. GRINNELL called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri. Is it in order to move 
that the House proceed to the call of committees 
for reports? 

The SPEAKER replied: Not while the motion 
to lie on the table is pending. 

Tne SPEAKER announced the bill for the re- 

ief of David Myerle before the House, and state 
lief of David Myerle bef he H , and stated 
that a motion had been made by the gentleman 
from Kentucky to refer it to the Committee on 
Claims, and by the gentleman from Virginia to 
lay the bill on the table. The motion to lay on 
the table was first in order. 

Mr. CATHCART rose to a point of order, and 
inquired if it was in order to move to refer the bill 
at this time? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was clearly in 
order. It was private bill day, and on these days 
private bills returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments were first in order upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Is it now in order to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? \ 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. COBB. I make that motion, in order that 
we may proceed to the consideration of the fortifi- 
cation bill. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, inquired 
whether, in case the House went into committee, 
the bil] No. 412, to establish a board for the exami- 
nation of private claims, which was a special order, 
would not be first in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER replied, that would be a point 
for the committee to decide. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Cosp and agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burr, 
of South Carolina, in the chair.) 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the com- 
mitice resume the consideratiqn of the fortification 
bill. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 
bill reJative to private claims. 


‘TH 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I trust the gentleman | 
from Connecticut will abandon that bill. There is 
no hope of passing it. 

The CHAIRMAN called to order, and stated 
that the question was first on the motion of Mr. 
Coss. 

‘Tellers were asked and ordered; and the ques- 


| tion having been taken, they reported ayes 70, 


noes 70— 

But before they resumed their seats, other gen- 
tlemen passed between them, and they reported 
ayes 70, noes 72. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, objected to the second 
report, and raised the point of order, that having 
made a report, they could receive no more votes. 

‘The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and received the first report as final, viz: ayes 70, 
noes 70—a tle. 

The CHAIR voted in the negative, making 
ayes 70, noes 71. 

So the committee refused to take up the fortifi- 
cation bill. 


BOARD TO SETTLE PRIVATE CLAIMS. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the committee proceed to the consideration of bill 
No. 412, being a bill to provide for the settlement 
of claims against the United States. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved that the committee pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage. 

Mr. KAUFMAN indicated his intention, if the 
motion of the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Rockwexv,} and of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Gocern,]} failed, to move to take up the vil 
making appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said such a motion would be 
in order in the event of the otlrer motions failing. 

The question was then taken on the mouon of 
Mr. Rockwe tt, and the Chairman announced that 
the ** Noes appeared to have it.”’ ' 

Mr. ROCK WELL rose to a question of order. 
He submitted to the Chair whether it was in the | 
power of a majority of the House or of the com- 
mittee, to set aside a special order? 

‘The CHAIRMAN was of opinion, he said, that 
it was notin the power of the House to set aside 
a special order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL submitted whether, when 
the Hiouse went into committee on a special order, 
the committee could take up any bill but a special 
order, unless it was a general appropriation bill? 

Mr. GOGGIN suggested that the bill in relation 
to the reduction of the rates of postage had also 
been made a special order. * 

Mr. ROCK WELL was understood to say, that» 
he was aware of it; but that the bill to provide 
for the establishment of a board of claims had 
precedence over It. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said it would be better 
to reconsider the vote reusing to take up the for- 
tification bill. 

Mr. ROCK WELL said that the only reason, 
as he supposed, why the appropriation bill, moved 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. CosB,] was 
in order, was because a rule which had been adopt- 
ed at the present session of Congress made it al- 
ways in order to go into committee upon appro- 
priation bills. But he presumed it to be settled, 
that where there was a special order, the commit- 
tee could not by a majority set it aside. 

Mr. VINTON said that as the committee had 
voted down the motion to take up the fortificauion 
bill, and also a motion to take up the biil to es- 
tablish a board of private claims, he would move 
to take up the Mexican treaty bill. 

Mr. ROCK WELL said that the gentleman was 
mistaken in one particular. ‘The committee had | 
not voted down the mouon to take up the bill to | 
establish a board of claims. ‘The decision had not 
been declared upon that motion. 

Mr. VINTON gave notice, that if that motion 
did not prevail, he should move to take up the 
Mexican treaty bill. 

Mr. ROCKWELL asked for the decision of | 
the Chair upon the point whether it was in order 
to take up any other bill, (the bill in relation to | 
private claims being a special order,) excepta gen- | 
eral appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it would be in order | 
for the committee to take up any general appro- | 
priation bill. But the bill reported by the gentle- | 
man from Connecticut [Mr. Rockwet]} having | 
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Se se eines, 


' bill was not a general appropriation \ 


| special order, it was not competent to take yp 


, tion bill were not bills of that character. 








_ Feb. 9, 
been made a special order, no other bill, ey = 
general appropriation bill, could be taken a a 

Some conversation followed on the part - ; 
HOUSTON of Alabama, and Mr. ROCK oe 

Mr. ROCKWELL called for the consider, ms 
of the special order. arn 

Mr. VINTON renewed his motion j 
the Mexican treaty bill. 

[Severa voices: Let us take up that bil.) 

‘rhe CHAIRMAN said thatthe Mexican, 


n respect to 


an treaty 
ll, as lie 


thought, coming within the rule of the House 


Mr. GOGGIN inquired if the gentle; 
Connecticut [Mr. Rockwett] had made 
tion? 

Mr. ROCK WELL said he withdrew it. 
not necessary he should make it, 

Mr. GOGGIN said, he then moved to 
the bill to reduce the rates of postage. 

Mr. ROCK WELL said, that the bill beine the 


nan from 
his mo- 


It was 
take up 
p any 


The 
hca- 


other bill except a general appropriation bill, 
bill to reduce the rates of postage and the fort; 


The CHAIRMAN then announced the special 
order, being the consideration of the bill to provide 


for the setilement of clainis jagainst the United 


States. 
Mr. GOGGIN inquired if it was in order to 
move that the committee rise and report the bill to 


the House, with a recommendation that it be re. 
jected? 


The CHAIRMAN said he thought the motion 
was not in order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL rose to a point of order, 
He understood (he said) that no such motion was 
in order while an amendment was pending, |r 
was, he submitted, clearly out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that as there was a 
pending amendment, the committee having taken 
up the bill, it was not competent to make such a 
motion until the pending amendment was disposed 
of. As soon as the amendment was disposed of, 
the Chairman thought the motion would be in 


| order. 


Mr. KAUFMAN said he understood that there 
was before the committee a general appropriation 
bill, being the bill making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department. That was 
a general appropriation bill, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had been informed 
that there was no such bill before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN then directed the Clerk to 
read the pending amendment. 

And the question was stated as follows: 

When the committee were last in session on this 
bill, the amendment offered by Mr. Duer to the 
3d section was pending, viz: at end of last amend- 


| ment add— 


Where, from the nature of the facts, the rules of Jaw and 
equity as established between individuals are inappiicadie, 
but where the claimant ts entitled to the relief soughtia 
justice and sound policy, and according to the geneial prac- 
tice of this Government, 


To which amendment Mr. Scuencx had moved 
to add the following: 

And this shall include all claims against the Government 
of the United States arising unger any contract, express or 
implied, with the Government, or with any depariunent or 
officer thereof; or under any existing law of the United 
States, in cases where the subject-matter of the clatin is now 
cognizable by any of the officers of the Treasury Department, 
or other officers oF the Government; Or in any cares Where 
damages to individual property have been sustained by reasoa 
of the act or order of any officer or person employed by the 
Government, while such officer or person was in the dis- 


| charge of a lawful duty; and the decision of said board sball 


be final. 

Mr. STEPHENS was understood to say, it was 
evident that it could not be perfected during the 
present session; and he thought, therefore, that 
there was no use in spending another day upon it, 
when there were so few days of the session yet 
remaining. He thought that the motion which he 
now made that the committee rise would be agreed 
to. 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman must 
confine his remarks to the amendment which he 
offered. 

Mr. STEPHENS intimated that he had not 
offered any amendment. He moved that the cem- 


|| mittee rise and report progress upon the bill, and 


that they had come to no conclusion thereon. He 


, made the motion, with a view to enable the House 


| 
\ 


to proceed to the consideration of other business. 


ir. ROCKWELL said he believed it had been 




















eaty 


s he 


rom 
mo. 


Was 
- UD 


the 
any 
The 
fica. 


Cial 
Vide 


ited 


r to 
l to 


lion 


der, 
was 


$a 
Ken 
ha 
sed 
vi, 
» In 


ere 
ion 
the 
wag 
re- 
18, 


ned 


i to 


this 
the 
nd- 


and 
UTA 
nt ia 
Tac 


ved 


nent 
iS OF 
tor 
ited 
OW 
ent, 
ere 


the 
dis- 
pall 





1849. THE 





s aided several times by the gentleman who now 
nied the Chair, that a motion that the com- 
wire rise and report the bill to the House, with 
rs without a recommendation, was not in order. 
a he CHAIRMAN said he understood the mo- 
tion of fhe genteman from Georgia (Mr. Sre- 
cael to be simply that the committee rise. : 

Someconversation followed between Mr, KAUF- 
MAN and the Chair. 
~ The quesuon was then taken, and decided in the 
negative: Ayes 50, noes 69. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. KAUFMAN then moved that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill to the House, witha 
request to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof. ; : 

The CHAIRMAN decided the motion to be out 
oforder. ‘The committee, at this state of the bill, 
could not rise and make such a report, 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Can we report a recom- 
mendation that the bill be laid on the table? 

The CHAIRMAN said not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if it was in 
order to move that the committee rise and recom- 
mend to the House that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN said he was of opinion that 
the committee must act upon the bill. The com- 
mittee could notactupon the bill until it had consid- 
ered all the clauses of the bill and the amendments 
which were offered. ‘The committee might rise at 
any time. ee - 

Mr. JONES said his proposition did not con- 
template reporting the bill, but merely that the 
chairman of the committee be instructed to report 
to the House that the comiuittee be discharged from 
the further consideration of this bill, 

The CHAIRMAN said that that motion was 
preliminary to the rejection of the bill, and was 
not in order. 

The question was then again stated to be on the 
amendmert of Mr. Scuenck. 

Mr. DUER asked Mr. Scnenck to withdraw 
his amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK did so. 

Afier some conversation on a point of order be- 
tween Mr. Stuart of Michigan and the Cuarr- 
MAN— 

Mr. DUER renewed the amendment of Mr. 
Scuenck. 


The question was put on agreeing to Mr. | 


Scnenck’s amendment, and it was rejected. 
Mr. DUER then modified his amendment, by 
striking out the words ** justice and sound policy,” 


and inserting ‘as a matter_of right, and not asa | 


gratuity.”? 

The question was put, and Mr. Dver’s amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The fourth section was then read. 


Mr. MEADE moved to amend the same in the | 


second line, by inserting after the word ‘shall, 
the words ** keep a record of their proceedings.”’ 
Agreed to. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to add at the end of 
the fourth section the following: 


Provided, That no member of the present Congress shall 
be appoinced to any office created by this act. 


Mr. KAUFMAN said he had offered this amend- 
ment with a view to strict fairness and impartiality. 


By section 6, article 1, of the Constitution of the | 


United States, it is provided that **no Senator or 


‘ Representative shall, during the time for which he | 


‘was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 


‘the authority of the United States, which shall | 
‘have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall 
‘have been increased, during such time.’? This | 


provision of the Constitution does not affect the 


members of this House longer than the 4th of March || 


not possibly be appointed to any offices under this 


bill; for the moment that ** the ume for which they 1 


were elected”? expires, President Polk goes out of 
office. Now, (said Mr. K.,) he did not wish to 
see our Whig friends on the other side of the 


House enjoy advantages from our common legis- | 


lation which the Democrats could not under any 


possible contingency be put in possession of. And | 
therefore he hoped the amendment he had just || 


offered would receive the sanction of the commit- 
tee. [Laughter.] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Various other amendments were offered and 
ebated, under the five minutes rule, by Messrs. 





section, and in various ways— 


DUER, WOODWARD, GOGGIN, MEADE, 
ROCKWELL of Connecticut, KAUFMAN, 
HALL of Missouri, FICKLIN, HAMMONS, 
DANIEL, JOHNSON of ‘Tenne ssee, and TUR- 


NER, many of which were agreed to. 


After the bill had been amended in nearly every 


Mr. FICKLIN offered the following as a sub- 


stitute for the entire bill, as amended: 


That from and after the passage of this act, the several 


judges of the district courts of tie United Stutes shall be, 
and they are hereby, constituted coumiussiouers for their 
respective districts, tor the settlement of claims against the 
United States. The said comtuirsioners shail severally take 
an oath betore some officer of the State ia which they re 
side, authorized by law to adminisicr oaths, tathfully and 
linpartially to execute the duties imposed on bin as such 
coumussioner, to Lie best of Ins judgment and ability; and 
each of said commissioners shall receive a compensation of 
—— per annuin,inaddition to lis salary as district judge, 
to be paid annuay trom the treasury of the United Stttes. 


Sec. 2. ind be ut further enacted, That any person or per- 


sons having a claims against tie United States, (the seitle- 
ment of which is not provided tor by law belore any of Uv 

departments of the Government, or of the accounting offi 

cers,) Shall file his or their petition with the clerk o: the dis 

trict court of the United States for the Suute or district in 
which one or more of the claimants shall reside, which 
petition shall, in a clear and succinet form, state the nature 
and amount of the claim presented, the name ot the person 
or persons to whom tt first accrued, and the date of such 
accrual, together with the name and residence Of the clain- 
ants, and in what righteach one claims. Which said peu- 
tion, When received by the clerk, shail be by him marced, 


filed,and a memorandum of the filing entered upon a docket 


to be by him provided for that purpose, aud which docket 
shall be Kept in lis oilice. 


Src. 3. wind be it further enacted, That so soon as a peti- 
tion is filed, as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the cierk of 


; the district court in which it is filed to make out aud for- 
| ward a certified copy of the same to the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury of the United Stites; and it shail be the duty ot 
the Secretary aforesaid to cause an investigation to be made, 


; and ascertain whether said claim, or aay part thereot, has 


been presented for settlement and liquidation to any of the 
accounting ofiicers or departinents of the Government, and 
What action, if any, has been lad in regard to it; and itehall 
be the further duty of said Secretary, so soon as said ex 
amination has beeu made, to torward to the clerk atoresaid 
a bref statement of the result of such examination, and ne 
proceedings shall be bad on said claim until atter such state- 
iment shall have been received and filed in the office of said 
clerk. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That if, on examination, 


|| the Secretary of the Treasury sliali be satisfied that the sub 
| ject matter of the claun is by law coguizable by any of the 


olficers of the ‘Treasury Department, or other otiicers of tie 
United States, or shail have been presented to and setticd by 
the proper accounting officers, aen it shail be the duty of 
said Secretary to notily the clerk aturesaid, by a statoment in 
writing, of lie fact so ascertained, and thereupon noturther 
procecdings shall be had on the petition fied with tue clerk 
as ajoresaid. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Tisat if, on examination, 
the Secretary of tie Treasury shall become sausfied Unat 
said claim is not coguizabie by law, belore any of the officers 
of tye ‘Treasury Departiwent, or any other officers of the 
United States, and that the same sball not have been pre- 
seuted to and settled by auy of the proper accounting ofhcers 


ot the Government, it shall be his auiy to nouly the clerk 


with whom said petition has been tiled of said fact, where 
upon it shall be the duty of said clerk, on recenpe of said 
nouice, to mark said peution fur bearing, and to mouly in 
writing the District Aurney of Uie Cited States tor the 


| district in Which said petition is filed of the thug ot such 
| peuion, Whereupon it sliall be the duty of said district attor- 


ney to take charge of said case, ou veliali of tie Govern- 
ment, aud bestow upon it the same attention that le Is 


required by law to do in ail cases ii Which the United States | 


is a party; and %il judicial notices of the clanmauts slali be 


| served on the district attorney, and said district attorney 


shall be paid the sum of — duliars for each cause Wo Which 
he shali attend in person. 


sec. 6. dnd leu further enacted, That so soon as coive- 





nieut after a peution sali have been marked for hearing by | 
the clerk as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of tne Cotiiuls- | 


sioner to fix upon a time at which he wilt hear and decide 
upon said case; and wshall be the duty of the clerk torth- 
with Lo notity he district attorney and tue Clanmmants of such 
time, in order that they may take deposiuens, and make 
other preparations for the trial. Depositious may be taken 


by either party, in the same manner aud under the same | 
| rules that are applicable to the taking and ceruiying of depo- 

sitions to be used as evidence im the Gisuict Court of We | 
|| United States. 
Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That, when all the testi- | 


. : - > || mony desired by either of the parties shalPhave been taken 
next. My friends on this side of the House can- || 7 ae f = 


and filed, it shail be the duty O: the judge sitting In the Capa- 


city Of Commissioner for the adjudicauon of Cats, to pro- || 


ceed to the investigation Of the tacts in said cause ; and euch 


party shall have the privilege of beimg head by another, but | 
| not by oral argument, betore said Cominissiouer, at tie tine |} 


fixed for said investigation: Provided, ‘ihat in al cases 


where a written argument is filed by the claimant, there | 
| shall also be one fiied by the district atturney, belore said 


claim shall be decided upon. 

Sec. 8. And Le it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of said commissioner, after the investigation of cach case, 
to decidé the same upon the known ana settled rules of law 
and cquity, and to state briefly, in writing, We amount 


| awarded to the Claimants, togemmer With tie reasOus and 
grounds upon which his decision is founded, as also the | 


name Or names Of the person Or persons Whom the evidence 


shows entitied to the same; and when his decision is adverse | 
to the ailowance of said claim, be shal! aiso briefly state in | 
\| writing the reasons upon Which such decision is iounded, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Ae 


and thereapon all the papers, in any way connected with 
the case, shall be forwarded to the Seeretary of the Treasury 
ot the United States, to be filed away in that de partinent for 
perpetual reference. 


Sec. 9. dnd be tt further enacted, That within a reason- 


able time after the papers in any case are returned to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, tt shali be the daty of said See- 
retury, together with the Attorney General of the United 
Suites, to investigate the papers in said case fully and thor. 
oughly, as also the decision of the commissioner, together 
With Uie rensons upon which it is based; and if said seecre- 
tary and Attorney shall conclude that said decision is cor 
rect, they shall so state in writing, and that shall be dnal 
against the Government, or the clannanta, re spectively; but 
should said Secretary or Attorney decide against the decision 
of said Commissioner, then they shail state fully in writing 
the reasous upon which such difference shall be founded, 
and transmit all the papers in the ease, together with the 
Written Opmtons, to Congress at its next s¢ssion, and Con- 


gress shall decide upon the same, which decision shali be 
final. 


Mr. Fick's substitute was agreed to. (The 


other amendments made by the committee to the 
bill were therefore superseded. ) 


On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connec- 


ticut, the committee then rose and reported the bill 
to the House as amended. 


Wn 
he question being upon agreeing to the amend- 


ment reported by the Coramittee of the W hole, 
(Mr. Fickuiin’s )— 


Mr. ROCKWELL moved the previous ques- 


tion. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the bill, as amend- 


ed, be laid on the table. 


Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which were ordered, and, bemg taken, 


resulted—yeas 64, nays 108. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 
The question then recurred on seconding the 


demand for the previous question, 


And there was a second. And the main ques- 


tion (being firston the substitute bill reported trom 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union) was ordered to be now taken. 
Mr. BOWLIN inquired if it would be in order 


| to move that there be a call of the House? 


The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in 


order. 


The reading of the bill, as amended by the com- 
mittee, was called for, and it was read, 

Mr. STANTON desired to ask a question of 
the Chair: If this amendment were voted down, 
would there be an opportunity to vote upon the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union to the original bill? 

The SPEAKER. No; the question will then 
be upon the engrossmentof the bill as it stands, 
The question is now on the adoption of the amend+ 
ment. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused; and 
the question having been taken, was decided in the 


| negative—ayes 47, noes not counted. 


So the substitute was rejected. 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
was now on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked the yeas and nays, which 


| were not ordered. 


The question was taken, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed—ayes 86, noes 64. 

The SPEAKER next announced the question 
on the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, objected to the third 
reading to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not engrossed. 

Mr. GREEN rose to a point of order. He 
wished to make an inquiry. ‘The Wil had been 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union; the committee had made some 
amendments, and then had adopted the substitute 
of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Fickuw.} 
That substitute had been rejected by the House. 
He wished to know whether it was the origina, 


| bill or the bill as amended that was now before the 


House? 


The SPEAKER. It is the bill reported from 


the committee. 


Mr. GREEN. I do not know whether it is the 
original bill, or the bill as amended, that was re- 


| ported from the committee. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill had been ordered to be engrossed, 


' and moved to lay that motion on the table. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, appealed to the gen- 
tleman ‘from Georgia to withdraw the motion to 
adjourn, unul he could make a motion to recon- 


|i sider a vote taken yesterday; which motion he 
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desired to have entered on the Journal, and that it 
lie over. 

The SPEAKER stated that a motion to recon- 
sider was pending, and that until that was disposed 
of it would not be in order to receive another. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I want to know, if the 
House sit here till the bill be engrossed, if we can- 
not pass it? 

The SPEAKER. 
poipt when it arises. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Lhope we will sit here 
and pass the bill to-day. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and it was rejected—ayes 71, noe 8 77. 

The question recurring on Mr. Asumun’s mo- 
tion to luy on the table the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill had been ordered to be 
encrossed, was taken and agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, moved, if it was 
mn order, to procet d to the business on the Spe ak- 


The Chair will decide that 


er’s table. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, rose to a privileged 
question. 
~ Mr. Cl BB, of Georgia, rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from New 
York rises to a privileged questdn, and is enutled 
to the floor. 

Mr. HALL, therefore, moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution yesterday reported 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, directing the 
Clerk of the House to pay J. W. Nye for services 
under acontract with the Postmaster of the House, 
was laid on the table. 

The, motion was entered upon the Journal, and 
lies over. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose and desired to know 
if the bill which had just been ordered to be en- 
gro sed had passed from before the House? He 
wished to know what was the position of that bill 
now ? 

The SPEAKER. If the bill were now before the 
House, the Chair would put the question upon it. 

Mr. COBB. ‘Then | understand the Chair to 
decide that it is upon the Spe aker’s table ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair makes no decision 
upon it. 

Mr. COBB. In what condition does the Chair 
consider the bill? 

The SPEAKER. 
be engrosse d. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut. 
order to have it read a third time to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. The bill cannot be read, 
except by unanimous consent, until it has been 
engrossed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Is it not being engrossed 
now? 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, viz: 
Borp and Futon, who reported ayes 97. 
question was given up by the negative without a 
count, 

So the House adjourned. 


The House has ordered it to 


Is it in 


Messrs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred : 


By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of Joseph Curtis and 
other inventors of New York, for certain amendments to the 
patent Jaws. .Also, of B. BF. Rogers and other citizens of 
Pennsylvania, for action of Congress to meliorate generally 
the condition of our colored population. Also, tour memo- 
rials from the State of New York, tor the exclusion of imtox 
icating liquors from the United States Navy. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of Messrs. Wendell & 
Van Beuthuysen, Congressional printers, asking Congress 
for extra compensation to remunerate them fort losses in 
curred in the execution of their contract. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 8. 
8. Waterman, and thirty-eight others, citizens of the Com 
monwealth of Penusylvania, praying for an alteration in the 
laws relating to the mineral lands along the southern shore 
of Lake Superior. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Caleb Seal, and 
forty-six others, citizens of Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to prohibit the tutroduction of slavery into 
the ‘Territones of New Mexico and Calilornia, and to exer 
cise its constitutional authority to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
tet of Columma. 

By Mr. SAWYER: Tye petition of citizens of Middle 
town, Maryland, for the discontinuance of the Military 
Academy at West Point. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: Resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, relative to providing a perma 
neAt home for the Indian tribes. 

By Mr. BULLER: The petition of William Reddy and 
others, ciizens of Kingston, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the cstablishment of a uniform system of postage, 
and for certain other alterations in the postage laws. 


The | 


} 
‘ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


By Mr. DARLING: Petitions of sundry inhabitants of 
Visconsin, for the establishment of a mail reute from | 
Christiana, in Dane county, by way of Cambridge and Water- 
loo, to Columbus, in Columbia county. 

By Mr. PILSBURY: The memorial of R. G. Crozier, of 
Galveston, in the State of Texas, for payment of goods taken 
by the soldiers af the Unbted States army, in Mexico, 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Devinee Bienvenue 
Charles Gautier, and ninety-five others, praying that the 
wood on a tract of Jand Known as Cypress Island, should be 
reserved for the use of the inhabitants for fire- wood, accord- 
ing to the usages of the Spanish Government with regard to 
woodland on the prairies of Attackapa and Zelousas. 

By Mr. BARROW: The petition of James R. Graves and 
others, citizens of Tennessee, relative to reduction ol post- 
age, &c. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois: The petition of A. Huffinan 
and others, citizens of Hlinois, praying a donation of land to 
aid in the construction of a railroad connecting the Upper 
and Lower Mississippi river with the Northern Lakes, at 
Chicago. Also, the petition of a large number of citizens of 
Jersey and Macoupin counties, Mlinois, upon the same sub- 
jee t. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarcrpay, February 10, 1849. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following message froin the President of the 
United States, communicating, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, imstructions given to 
Ambrose Hi. Sevier and Nathan Clifford, United 
States Ministers to Mexico, prior to the ratificauion 
of the treaty with Mexico, and certain other cor- 
respondence and papers; : 

Wasuineton, February 9, 1849. 
To the Senate of the United Siates: 
in compliance with the resolution of the Senate 


| of the 6th instant, requesting the President to cause 


to be laid before that body, ‘in Executive or 
open session, in his discretion, any instructions 
riven to Ambrose H. Sevier and Nathan Clifford, 
commissioned as Ministers Plenipotentiary on the 


| part of the United States to the Government of 
| Mexico, or to either of said Ministers, prior to the 


ratification by the Government of Mexico of the 
treaty of peace between the United States and that 
tepublic,” and certain correspondence and other 
papers specified in the said resolution, | communi- 
cate herewith a report from the Secretary of State, 
together with copies of the documents called for. 
Having on the 8th instant, in compliance with 
a resolution of the House of Representatives, in 
its terms more comprehensive than that of the 
Senate, communicated these and all other papers 
appertaining to the same subject, with a message 
to that louse, this communication is made to the 
Senate in ‘*open,”’ and not in ‘* Executive ses- 
sion,”’ JAMES K. POLK. 
The documents referred to in the above mes- 
sage are the following: 
DepaRTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 9, 1849. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the Senate of the 6th instant, re- 


| quesung the President to conimunicate to that 


body certain documents relative to the ratification 


| by the Mexican Government of the treaty of 


Guadalupe Hidalgo, as amended by the Senate, 


| has the honor to lay before the President the pa- 
| pers mentioned in the subjoined list, which embrace 


ail in this department called for by the resolution. 
tespectfully submitted. 
JAMES BUCHANAN. e| 
To the Preswwent of the United States. | 





Mr. Buchanan to the Minister of Foreign Relations 
of the Mexican Republic. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, March 18, 1848. 

Sir: Two years have nearly passed away since 

our Republics have been engaged in war. Causes 

which it would now be vain, if not hurtful, to re- 

capitulate, have produced this calamity. Under 

the blessing of a kind Providence, this war, | trust, 


| is about to terminate; and hereafter, instead of the 


| and of commerce. 


two nations doing each other all the harm they 
can, their mutual energies will be devoted to pro- 
mote each other’s weliare by the pursuits of peace 
I most cordially congratulate 
you on the cheering prospect. ‘This will become 
a reality as soon as the Mexican Government shall 
approve the treaty of peace between the two na- 
tions concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2d 
February last, with the amendments thereto which 
have been adopted by the Senate of the United 


| States. 


‘The President, in the exercise of his constitu- |) 





__ Feb. 10, 


tional discretion, a few days after thi 
received, submitted it to the Senate for ¢) 


8 treaty was 
heir cy; 


sideration and advice as to its ratification. 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware tha: _ 
the Constitution of the United States, “ the ad “a 
and consent of the Senate” is necessary to —" e 
lidity of all treaties, and that this must t oo 


. . . C Liven by 
a majority of two-thirds of the Senators prege,,, 


_ Every treaty must receive the sanction of this an. 
i . . ts ile 
| gust executive council, in the manner preseril 


by the Constitution, before it can be binding ; : 


the United States. 
The Senate commenced their deliberations o, 
this treaty on the 23d of February last; and ev. 
tinued to discuss its provisions until the 10th instar: 
(March,) when they finally advised and consented 
to its ratification, by a majority of thirty-eiy 
fourteen. Your Excellency will perceive that 


change of four votes, taken from the Majority and 


u 


added to the minority, would have deteated the 
treaty. 

1 have now the honor to transmit you a printed 
copy of the treaty, with a copy in manuscript of {| : 
amendments and final proceedings of the Senaim 
upon it. ‘This is done to hasten, with as little d¢ lay 
as practicable, the blessed consummation of peace 
by placing in the possession of the Mexican G i 
ernment, at as early a period as possible, all the 
informauon which they may require to guide their 
deliberations. 

ln recurring to the amendments adopted by the 
Senate, itaffords me sincere satisfaction to observe 
that none of the leading features of the treaty have 
been changed. Neither the delineation of the 
boundaries between the two republics, nor the 
consideration to be paid to Mexico for the extey- 
sion of the boundaries of the United States, nor 
the obligations of the latter to restrain the Lndians 
Within their limits from committing hostilities on 
the territories of Mexico, nor indeed any other 
supulauon of national importance to either of the 
parties, has been stricken from the treaty by the 
Senaie. In all these important features it remains 
substantially as it was when it came from the 
hands of the negotiators. 

‘Lhe first amendment adopted by the Senate is 
to insert in article 3, after the words ‘ Mexican 
Republic,” where they first occur, the words “and 
the ratifications exchanged.’’ 

Under this article, as it originally stood, the 


a 


_ blockades were to cease, and the troops of the 


United States were to commence the evacuation of 
the Mexican territory immediately upon the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty by both Governments. The 
amendment requires, in addition, that these rauf- 
cations shall have been first exchanged. 

The object of this amendment, doubtless, was to 
provide against the possibility that the American 
Senate and the Mexican Congress might ratify the 
treaty, the first in its amended, and the latter in 
its original form; in which event, peace would not 
thereby be concluded. Besides, it was known that 
this amendinent could produce no delay, as under 
the amendment of the Senate to the 23d article, the 
‘raufications of the treaty may be exchanged at the 
seat of Government of Mexico, the moment after 
the Mexican Government and Congress shall have 
accepted the treaty as amended by the Senate of 
the United States. 

The second amendment of the Senate is to strike 
out the 9ih arucie, and insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 

“Arr. 9. The Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, 
shall not preserve the character of citizens of the Mexican 
Republic, coniormably with what is stipulated in the pre- 
ceding article, shall be incorporated into the Unjon oi the 
United States, and be admittd, at the proper ume, (10 be 
judged of by the Congress of the United States,) to the enjoy 
ment ofall the rights of citizens of the United States, ac- 
cording lo the principles of the Constitution; and in tie mean 
time shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment 
of weir liberty aud property, and secured in the free exercise 


, Of their rehgion, without restriction,” 


This arucle is substantially the same with the 
original 9th article; but it avoids unnecessary pro- 
lixity, and accords with the former safe precedents 
of this Government in the treaties by which we 
acquired Louisiana from France and Florida from 
Spain. The Louisiana treaty of the 30th April, 
1803, contains the following article: 

“ ArT. 3. ‘The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall 
be incorporated into the Union of the United States, and, 
admitted as s00n as possible, according to the principles ot 
the Federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, 
advantages, and immunities of citizens of the United States; 
aud, inthe mean ume, they shall be maintained aud protected 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the rei 
yion which they profess.” 








ull 


of 


1849. 


; i’ 1 The inhabitants of the ceded lervitories shail be 
t free crercise of their religion, vtihout om 

; ; rnd all those who may desire to remove to the 

sh dominions shull be permitted to sell or export their 
Te wy une Whatever, Wihout being subject in eater 

vce to CULES. 

; [he inhabitants of the territories which his 

ratholie Majesty ee des to the United States by this treaty 


be mecorporaied into the Ciion of the United states, 
jasmay be consistent with the principles of the Fea 
P Copstituleu, ane admitted to the €nJjo) ment ot all the 
es, rights, and saumunities, of the citizens of the 
Hited States.”? 

Under these treaties with France and Spain, the 
fee and flourishing States of Louisiana, Missouri, 
\rkansas, Jowa, and Fiorida, bave been admitied 
‘to the Unton; and no complaint bas ever been 

ade by the original or other inhabitants that 

eir civil or religious rights have not been amply 

otected. ‘The property belonging to the ditierent 
spurches in the United States is held as sacred by 
eur Constituuon and laws as the property of in- 
dividuals; and every individual enjoys the tmalien- 
ule right of worshipping his God according to 
the dictates of his own conscience. ‘I'he Catholic 
church in this country would not, if they could, 
change their position in this parucular. 

Atter the successful experience of nearly half a 
century, the Senate did not deem it advisable to 
adoyit ‘any new form for the ninth arucle of the 
treaty; aud surely the Mexican Government ought 
to be content with an article similar to those which 
have proved satisfactory to the Governments of 
france and Spain, and to all the inhabitants of 
Louisiana and Florida, both of which were Cath- | 
oie provinces. | 

| ought, perhaps, here to note a modification in | 
the nih article, as adopted by the Senate, of the | 
analovous articles of the Louisiana and Florida 
treaues. Under this modiiication, the inhabitants 
of the ceded territories are to be admitted into the 
Union ‘tat the proper time, (to be judged of by the 
Congress of the United States, )”’ &c. | 

Congress, under all circumstances, and under 
all treaties, are the sole judges of this proper ume; 
because they, and they alone, under the Federal 
Constituion, have power to admit new States into | 
the Union. That they will always exercise this 
power as soon as the condition of the inhabitants 
of any acquired territory may render it proper, 
cannot be doubted. By this means the federal | 
treusury can alone be relieved from the expense 
of supporung ‘Territorial governments. besides, 
Congress will never lend a deaf ear to a people | 
aixious to enjoy the privilege of self-government. | 
Their application to become a State or States of | 
the Union will be granted the moment this can be 
done With safety. ; 

the third amendment of the Senate strikes from 
the weaty the tenth arucle. ? 

itis truly unaccountable how this article should 
have found a place in the treaty. ‘That portion of 
in regard to lands in ‘Texas did not receive a | 
siigle vote in the Senate. If it were adopted, it | 








would be a mere nullity on the face of the treaty, | 
and the judges of our courts would be compelled 
to disregard it, It is our glory that no human | 
power exists in this country which can deprive | 
one individual of his property without his consent, 
and transfer it to another. if grantees of lands in 
lexas, under the Mexican Government, possess 
Valid Utles, they can maintain their claims before 
Our courts of justice. If they have forfeited their | 
grants by not complying with the conditions on | 
which they were made, it is beyond the power of | 
tus Government, ih any mode of action, to render 
these utles valid, either against Texas or any indi- | 
vidual proprietor. ‘To resuscitate such grants, and | 
‘o allow the grantees the same period after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty to which | 
they were originally entitled, for the purpose of | 
perlorming the conditions on which these grants 
had been made, even if this could be accomplished | 
oY the power of the Government of the United | 
states, would work manifold injustice. ‘These | 
Mexican grants, it is understood, cover nearly the 
Whole seacoast and a large portion of the interior | 
of Texas. ‘They embrace thriving villages and a 
great number of cultivated farms, the proprietors 
: Which have acquired them honestly by pur- 
“ase trom the State of Texas. These proprietors 


i iow dwelling in peace and«@ecurity. ‘To revive 
tle 
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\vain, In Me Florida treaty of February 22, 
ra the following arucles are contained: 


ya}, t 


would be an act of flagrant injustice, if not wanton 
cruelty. Fortunately, 


no power to adopt such a proceedi 





’ : ' 
Lhe same Observations eyually apply to such 


grantees in New Mexico and California. 
on 
Lhe present trea 


y provides amp! 
cally in its 8th and Yth articles for the security of 
property of every kind belonging to Mexi an 

whether held under Mexican grants or otherwise, 
In the acquired téPritory. The property of for- 
eigners, under our Conswtution and laws, will 
be equally secure without any weaty stipulation. 
The 10th article could have no etl ot upon suc 

grantees as had forfeited their claims, but that of 


ALLIS, 


y and specih- 
} 
i 
' 
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involving them in endless lingation, ander the 
vain hope that a treaty might cure the detects m 
their ttles against honest purchasers and owners 
of the soil. 

And here it may be worthy of observation, that 
if no Supulauons whatever were contained in the 
treaty to secure to the Mexican inhabitants, and 
all others, protection in the tree enjoymentot then 
liberty, property, and the religion which they pro- 
fess, these would be amply guaranued by the Con- 
stitution and Jaws of the United Suates. These in- 
valuable blessings, under our forms of Govern- 
ment, do not result from treaty supulations, but 
from the very nature and character of our lmisutu- 
tions. 

The fourth amendment of the Senate ts, to strike 
from the llth article the following words: ** Nor 
* to provide such Indians with fire-arms or ammu- 
‘nition, by sale or otherwise.’’ ‘This amendment 
was adopted on a principle of humanity. ‘hese 
Indians must live by the chase; and without fire- 


aruis they cannot secure the means of subsintedcett 


Indeed, for the want of such arms the e€ xXtremily 
of hunger and suitering might drive them to com- 
mit the very depredations which the treaty seeks 
to avoid, and to make incursions for food either 
upon the Mexican or American settlements. ‘This 
Government possesses both the ability and the 
will to restrain the Indians within the extended 
limits of the United States from making incursions 
into the Mexican territories, as weil as to execute 
all the other stipulations of the J1th article. We 
believe, however, that whilst to deprive them of 
fire-arms and ammunition would be cruel, it might, 
at the same ume, have a tendency to increase rather 
than to diminish their disposition to make hosule 
lncursions., 

The fitth amendment of the Senate to the 12th 
article adopts the second mode of payment of the 
remaining $12,000,000, after the payment of the 
first $3,UU0,UU0, in exclusion of the first mode 
pointed out by the treaty. ‘Lhe amended arucle, 
as it stands, 1s as follows: 

“Arricte XI. in consideration of the extension ac- 
quired by the boundaries of the United States, as defined 
in the fitth articie of the present Weaty, the Government of 
the United States engages to pay to that of tie Mexican 
Kepubge the syin of fifteen militons of doilars. Luimediately 
atter this treaty shall have been duly ratified by the Guv- 
ernmeut of ihe Mexican Republic, tie sui of three millions 
of doliars shall be paid to the said Government, by that of 
the United States, at the city of Mexico, in the gold or silver 
coin of Mexico. The remaining twelve muiliious of duilars 
shall be paid atthe same place, aud in the same com, in 
annual instalments of iiree milltonus of dollars each, together 
with interest On the saine at lie rate of six per centum per 
annum. This interest shall begin to run upon the whole 
sum of twelve millions from the day of the ratification of the 
present treaty by the Mexican Government; and the first of 
these instalments shall be paid at the expiration of one year 
from the same day. ‘logether with each annual instalment, 
as it falls due, the Whoie interest accruing on such instal- 
ment from the beginning shall also be paid.’’ 

It is notapprehended that the Mexican Govern- 
ment will have any difficulty in agreeing to this 
amendment, It is true that, in case they should 
find it convenient to anticipate the receipt of the 
whole or any part of the $12,000,000, they might do 
this more readily were a stock to be created, and 
transferable certificates issued for small and con- 
venient sums; but yet no doubt is entertained that 
capitalists may be found who will be willing to 
advance any amount that might be desired, upon 

the faith of a treaty obligauon solemnly entered 
into by the Government of the United States. 

The sixth amendment of the Senate is to insert 
in the twenty-third article, after the word ** Wash- 
ington,”’ the words ** or at the seat of Government 

. ° yr . . 
of Mexico.” ‘The object of this amendment is to 
hasten the final conciusion of peace between the 
two Republics. Under it, should the President 
and Congress of Mexico agree to the treaty as it 


ad utes, and suffer the inhabitants of Texas to |! has been amended by the Senate of the United 
© ejected, under them, from their possessions, | States, the ratifications may be immediately there- | 


~ 

A95 
after exchanged at Queretaro, and the happy con- 
summation be at once accomplished. 

The seventh and last amendment of the Senate 
is to strike out the additional article. ‘This was 
done from the conviction that the period of four 
nionths from the date of the treaty, the time al- 
lowed by the 23d article for the exchange of ratifi- 
cations, would be abundantly suflicient for this 
purpose; and this more espeeially as the ratifica- 
tions may now, under the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, be exchanged in Mexico. Besides, the idea 
of postponing the final conclusion of peace, and 
kee ping the present treaty pe nding between the 
two Governments until the 2d October next, could 
not be entertained by the Senate. 

‘The President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate. has appointed the Hon. Am- 
brose Hl. Sevier, of the State of Arkansas, and the 
Hon. Nathan Cliford, of the State of Maine, com- 
missioners to Mexico, with the rank of Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. Mr. 
Sevier has for many years been a disunyuished 
Senator of the Unnted States, and for a consider- 
able period has occupied the highly responsible 
station of chairman of the Committee on Foreivn 
Relations; and Mr. Clifford is an eminent citizen 
of the State of Maine, is Attorney General of the 
United States, and a member of the President’s 
cabmet. ‘They will bear with them to Mexico a 
copy of the treaty, with the amendments of the 
Senate, duly ratified by the President of the United 
States, and have been invested, either jointly or 
severally, with full powers to exchange ratifica- 
tions with the proper Mexican authorities, That 
this final act may be speedily accomplished, and 
that the result may be a sincere and lasting peace 
and friendship between the two Republics, ts the 
ardent desire of the President and people of the 
United States. 

l avail myself of this occasion to offer to your 
Excellency the assurance of my most distinguished 
consideration. JAMES BUCHANAN, 
To his Excellency the Minister or Foren Re- 

LaTIons of the Mexican Republic. 


P.S. 1 regret to inform your Excellency that 
Mr. Sevier has been seized with a sudden iinexs, 
which renders him unable to depart immediately 
upon his mission. ‘The two commissioners, how- 
ever, have been invested with full and equal powers 
to execute their instructions severally, as well as 
jointly, and the acis of the one will be of equal 
validity with the acts of both. No delay can, there- 
fore, be experienced on this account, tis expected 
that Mr. Sevier will be able to leave for Mexico in 
a week or ten days. 


Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Sevier. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 18, 1848. 

Sir: You have been appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to a most important and responsible mismon. ‘The 
task has thus been assigned to you of consumma- 
ting the treaty of peace which was signed at Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo, on the second day of February last, 
between the United States and the Mexican Repub- 
lic, and which, on the 10th instant, was ratified by 
the Senate with amendments. 

This brief statement will indicate to you clearly 
the line of your duty. You are not sent to Mexico 
for the purpose of negotiating any new treaty, or 
of changing in any particular the raufied treaty 
which you will bear with you. None of the 
amendments adopted by the Senate can be rejected 
or modified, except by the authority of that body. 
Your whole duty will then consist in using every 
honorable effort to obtain from the Mexican Gov- 
ernment a ratification of the treaty in the form in 
which is has been ratified by the Senate; and this 
with the least practicable delay. 

For this purpose it may, and most probably will, 
become necessary that you should explain to the 
Mexican Minister for Foreign Affairs, or to other 
authorized agents of the Mexican Government, the 
reasons which have influenced the Senate tn adopt- 
ing their several amendments to the treaty. This 
duty you will perform as much as possible by per- 
sonal conferences. Diplomatic notes are to be 
avoided, unless in case of necessity. These might 
lead to endless discussions and indefinite delay. Be- 
sides, they could not have any practical result, as 

our mission is confined to procuring a ratification 
from the Mexican Government of the treaty as it 
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came from the Senate, and does not extend to the 
slightest modification in any of its provisions. 
One of the principal reasons which induced me 
to address a note to the Mexican Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, in explanation of the amendments 
of the Senate, was to avoid delay and prevent 


a raufication from the President and Congress of 


Mexico of the treaty, as it has been amended by 
the Senate, itmay then become necessary for you, 
in conversation with the proper Mexican author- 


Ilies, to express an opinion as to what portion of 


the Senate’s amendinents they might probably be 


and in the amendment of the Senate to the present 
treaty, providing tor the security of the Catholic 
inhabitants in whe tree exercise of their religion 
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without restriction. In this view of the subject, the | 


amendment could not finally jeopard the fate of | 


the present treaty. 


1. di this be done, the war will be promptly 


ended, and the blessings of peace will be lume- | 


diately restored. On the other hand, should the 
treaty be sent back to the President to be again 


submitted to the Senate, this must occasion con- |! 


siderable delay, and may altogether defeat the ob- 


willing to yield for the sake of restoring peace Pject. 
2. Should the war be renewed, the Mexican | 
Government can never agai expect to make peace | 


between the two Republics. ‘This will be a very 
de\itate duty; but upon one point atleast you wil 
he relieved from all embarrassment. Neither the 


on terms so favorable as those contamed in the 


| with any authorized agent of the Mexicay 








en 


mediately address a note to the Mexican M: Fics 
for Foreign Affairs, apprising him of your sna 
and of your readiness to conter, Without delay 
the subject of your mission, either with himself or 


Goy- 
ernment, at any place which ma 


a 
s . 2€ Uesic 
f bs unnecessary discussion. ThiS note, dated on the lc is not deemed necessary to remark particu- | In regurd to the first three millions of teens 
: 18th instant, (with a copy of which you have — larly upon the remaining amendments. millions of dollars secured to the Mexican fae 
ae been furnished, together with your own intimate dull, | repeat, that unul you find this to be un- | ernment by the twelfth article of the ae Ov. 
and personal knowledge of all the proceedings of attainable, you are lo Insist Suygpuously upon the |, amended, provision has already been made fo, . 
4 the Senate upon the treaty,) willenable you prompt- — ratificauion of the treaty by the Mexican Govern- | payment under the authority which has heen ‘ine 
fi ly to furnish every explanation Which may be | ment just as it has been ratified by the Senate. || to Major General William O. Butler, by the Sen 
required. You might, for this purpose, urge upon them the tol- |) retary of the Treasury, to draw on the treasur 
Should you find it impossible, after exhausting lowing considerations, together with others which |) of the United States tor that amount. Gene y 
every honorable effort for this purpose, to obtain will suggest themselves to your own mind: Fal 


Butler’s draft, which will be promptly honored on 
presentation, you may deliver to the apy 
Mexican authorities immediately after the treaty 
with the amendments of the Senate, shall have 
been duly ratified by the Mexican Goverment 
As the disbursement of so large a sum is a matter 
of great importance, you should use every precays 
tion to be certain that the draft shall be drawy in 
favor of the proper Mexican functionary, and that 
the whole business shall be transacted 1) such a 


TO} late 


| manner that no difiiculty can hereafter arise on the 





. 
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President nor the Senate of the United States can 
ever consent to ratify any treaty contuining the L 
tenth acticle of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, | terms are far less favorable to the United States | 
in favor of grantees of land in Texas or elsewhere. ff than we had a rightlo expect. “The present treaty 
‘The Government of the United States do not pos- | was negotiated substanually In conlormity with 
sess the power to carry such an article into execu- | the ulumatum of my instrucuons, dated on the 
tion; and, at they did, it would be highly unjust 15th April last, at a period when we had only just | 
and imexpedi nt. Should the Mexican Govern- || learned the capture of Vera Cruz and the caste of | 


present (reaty. In the opimon of a very large and 


subject. You will take receipts in triplicate for 
increasing number ot our fellow-citizens, these 


such draft; which ouglit, if possible, to be signed 
by the President of Mexico, and countersigne: 
the Minister of Finance. . 
You are aiso furnished with four evidences of 
debt from the Secretary of the Treasury, dated on 
the 16ih instant, for three millions of dollars each, 
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ment persist in retaining this article, then all pros- 


pect of immediate peace is ended; and of this you 
may vive them an absolute assurance. 


ln regayd to the amendments made by the Senate 
tothe 2th article of the treaty,in relation to the mode 


of payment of the $12,000,000, itis believed that 
the case might be ditlerent. ‘hat enlightened body 
would probably not insist on these amendments, 


if it should appear that they involved the quesuon | 


of peace or war. That they may involve this 
question is not improbable; but of this you can 
better judge upon the spot than the President can 
at this distance, 

It is well known that the present Mexican Gov- 
ernment are sorely straitened for want of the pecu- 
niary means of support. ‘Their revenues have 
been rightfully setzed by the commanding general 
for the support of the United States army 1m Mex- 
ico; and they are thus left, comparatively, without 
resources. ‘The Mexican Government is pledged 
to peace. They have staked their existence upon 
peace. Without peace they must be destroyed. 
It may be, however, that they cannot sustain 
themselves in making peace, and executing the 
treaty without anticipating the receipt of the whole 


ora part of the twelve millions of dollars. Should | 


this appear to you to be clearly the case, and that 
they cannot obtain the means necessary lo pro- 
lone their existence under the amendments of the 
Senate togthe 12th article, it 1s not supposed you 
would incur any risk by assuring them that the 
Senate would recede from these amendments. 

It cannot be dened that the twelfth arucle, as 
amended by the Senate, contains a positive and 
uncondiuon obligation on the part of the United 
States to pay to the Mexican Republic the sum of 
$12,000,000, in four annual instalments of three 
millions each, commencing one year after the rau- 
fication of the treaty by the Mexican Government. 
Negotiable or transferable ceruficates cannot, how- 
ever, be issued for thatamount. All that this Gov- 
ernment could possibly do, under the treaty as it 
now stahds, would be to furnish the Mexican Gov- 
ernment with evidences of the debt in exact con- 
formity with the terms of the article as amended. 
Upon sach evidences itis believed that the Mexican 
Government might raise the means necessary for 
their immediate support. In this belief the Presi- 
dent may be mistaken, because capitalists are a 
tumid race. Should it appear to the Senate that 
such would probably prove to be the fact, it is con- 
fdenily believed that they would not risk a defeat 
of the treaty by adhering to their amendments to 
the twelfth article. 

The remaining amendments, although doubtless 
highly proper, are comparatively unimportant, 
According to the President’s understanding of that 
peruon of the 9th article, as it originally stood, 
which relates to the Catholic Church, it contains 
nothing more than an amplification of the clauses 
contained in the Louisiana and Florida treaties, 


| observed by you. 


SanJuande Ulua, Between that period and the date 


of the treaty circumstances had entirely changed, | 
and # vast amount of precious blood and of weas- | 


ure had been expended in reaching and capturing 
the city of Mexico. Whilst for that reason the 
President might have justly exacted far more rig- 
orous terms, yet such was his desire to conclude 


peace that he promptly assented to all the material | 
provisions of the present treaty and submited it to | 


the Senate. 


Should the war be renewed, lstead | 


of purchasing at a fair price a portion of the terri- | 


tories Which we have been obliged to conquer, and 
which are now 1n our undisturved possession, and 


restoring the rematmder to Mexico, we shail be | 
compelled lo appropriate, Without pecuniary com- 


pensation, a just and ample indemuity in Mexican 
territory for all the expenses of the war. 

Although the President has the most entire con- 

fidence in your sagacily, auility, and discretion 

y - ’ ’ > 

yet it is deemed proper lo make some suggesuons 


to you in regard to the conduct which you ought | 


to pursue mm accomplishing the objects of your 
mission. 

‘he Mexicans are a sensitive and suspicious peo- 
ple. ‘hey are now humbled in their own estuma- 


uuon by our brilliant and repeated victories. ‘Lheir | 


jealousy ought to be allayed by treating them, in 1 tary possession south of the lime of boundary 


all your intercourse, with marked respect. Ail the 
external forms of civility to which the Spanish race 


attach such peculiar importance ought tu be strictly | 
‘Lhis will not only promote the | 


success of your mission, but may lay the founda- 
tion of a lasung peace and sincere iriendship be- 
tween the two Republics. 

Whilst in Mexico you will communicate freely 


and unreservedly with the commanding general of 


the American forces, who will be instructed to ren- 
der you all the aid in his power in accomplishing 
the object of your mission. 

You will bear with you a copy of the treaty 
with the amendments ot the Senate, ratified in due 
form by the President of the United States, together 
with a full power to exchange the rauuicauons with 
any Mexican authority clothed with a like full 
power from his Government to perform this duty. 
After the exchange of raufications you will return 
to the United States with the copy of the treaty, 
ratified by the Mexican Government, which you 
shall have received. 


Should the Mexican Government ratify the treaty | 


with the amendment of the Senate striking out its 
tenth article, and should refuse to raufy ali or any 
of the remaining amendments, you wail then, noi 
withstanding, urge them to send without delay a 
commissioner or other diplomatic agent to the 
United States, clothed with full power to exchange 
ratifications in the city of Washington, in case the 
Senate should advise and consent to the ratification 
of the treaty in the form in which it shall have 
been ratified by Mexico. 

Upon reaching the city of Mexico, you will im- 


| 





corresponding with the four instalments to be paid 
to Mexico under the 12th article of the treaty ag 
amended by the Senate. ‘These evidences are in 
exact conturmity with the treaty. Should you 
discover that for the want of them serious impedi- 
ments might exist to the ratification of the treaty 
on the part of Mexico, you are then authorized 


' to make known to the.wVlexican Government that 


they are in your possession, and that you will 
deliver them over immediately after the exchange 
of ratifications. Sull, the President would preter 
that the Mexican Government should be saustied 
with the obligatiog as it stands, contained in the 
12th article. In that event, you will cancel these 
evidences, and return them to this department.* 
Should you deliver them over, you will use all the 
precautions which I have suggested in relation to 
the draft for three millions of dollars. 

The naval forces of the United States in the 
Pacific have captured Mazatlan and other places 
on the west coast of Mexico. These, by the terms 
of the treaty, must be surrendered. To avoid 
unnecessary delay in its execution, the Secretary 
of the Navy, by direction of the President, has 
issued orders to the commander of these forces to 


| evacuate all the ports and places in the Mexican 


territory on the Pacific which may be in his mili- 


established by the treaty as svon as he shall receive 
nouce of the exchange of ratifications. You will, 
therefore, communicate to him a knowledge of this 


| event as speedily as possible, and at the same ume 


transmit him a copy of the treaty. 
Yours, very respectully, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
To Amprose H. Sevier, Esq., 
Commissioner to Mexico, &c. 





Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Clifford. 


DePARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 18, 1848. 
Sir: The sudden illness of the honorable Am- 
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_ brose H. Sevier, lately appointed commissioner to 
| Mexico, having prevented him from proceeding 


immediately upon his mission, the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, has 
appointed you an associate commissioner to that 


| Republic, with the rank of envoy extraordinary 


and minister plenipotentiary. Mr. Sevier and your- 
self are each invested with full and equal powers, 
jointly or severally, as circumstances may require, 


to exchange the ratifications of the treaty of peace 
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2d Feb- 


ruary last, between the United States and the 
Mexican Republic, with the amendments of the 
Senate, and to perform all other acts in conformity 
with your instructions, ; 
You will bear with you to Mexico all the in- 
structions which had been prepared for Mr. Sevier, 





*These evidences were never used, but were eancelled 
and returned to the departinent. 








